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Brampton Wards 9/10 Councillor Gurpreet Singh Dhillon speaks to an attendee during a business trip to Turkey in 
Nov. 2019. Dhillon is alleged to have committed sexual misconduct , according to a report generated by Bramp- 
ton’s Office of the Integrity Commissioner late last month. (PWN File Photo / Gurpreet Singh Dhillon) 


"Youre a married man. I’m 
a married woman. Don't. 
Please." 

That quote, and many oth- 
ers, formed the basis of an 
audio recording obtained by 
Brampton's Office of the In- 
tegrity Commissioner last 
week, as part of a ruling 
against a local councillor ac- 
cused of sexual misconduct 
during an overseas trip. 

After reviewing the Integrity 
Commissioner's report on 
Aug. 5, ten council members 
backed a motion calling for 
the resignation of Wards 9/10 
councillor Gurpreet Singh 
Dhillon. The move was one of 
several actions stemming 
from the report, which out- 
lines an alleged interaction be- 
tween Dhillon and the owner 


ts 


Wedding 
Birthday 


of a Brampton-based hair 
salon during a business trip in 
Germany last November. 

The 268-page report, which 
includes a three-minute audio 
recording made during the al- 
leged interaction, was initi- 
ated by the Integrity 
Commissioner's office after 
both Peel Police and the 
RCMP both indicated that 
they were not actively investi- 
gating the matter due to juris- 
dictional constraints. 

The report recommended 
harsh penalties against the 
Brampton councillor, who is 
alleged to have forcefully lifted 
the skirt of the complainant 
despite her repeated requests 
to stop. 

"The audio recording 
(makes) it evident how trau- 


Receptions 
(Anniversaries 


matized and panicked the 
complainant was after Coun- 
cillor Dhillon exited the room. 
In the audio recording, I could 
hear the complainant ap- 
proach the recording device, 
while she began panting un- 
controllably,” Integrity Com- 
missioner Muneeza Sheikh 
wrote in the report's sum- 
mary. 

"In reviewing the evidence 


from the various individuals , 
that I interviewed, it is clear to | 


me that they were of the view 
(generally) that the com- 
plainant seemed unwell, dis- 
turbed, and traumatized by 
the sexual misconduct she ex- 


perienced at the hands of 


Councillor Dhillon." 
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Feds reveal COVID-19 cases on flights 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Eighteen flights 
from overseas to 
Canada since the 
beginning of Au- 
gust have had 
ea ae in- 
ected with 
COVID-19. 
According to the 
federal govern- 
ment, the flights 
arrived in Canada 
between Aug. 1 
and Aug. 4. Pas- 


sengers who 
tested positive for 
COVID-19 after 
arriving in 
Canada were also 
present. 


Eight flights ar- 
rived in Toronto, 
seven landed in 
Montreal, one in 
Vancouver and 
one in Calgary. 


The government 
is still advising 
Canadians not to 
travel unneces- 
sarily internation- 
ally, but those 
who do have to 
travel must iso- 
late themselves 
for 14 days, even 
if they have 
COVID-19. 

Passengers have 
not yet been noti- 
fied directly by 
public health au- 
thorities, accord- 
ing to reports 
Wednesday, al- 
though the gov- 
ernment believes 
that people on 
such flights could 
be affected by 
COVID-19. 

Air Canada 


spokesperson 
Peter Fitzpatrick 
said anyone who 
thought they 
might be infected 
should see their 


doctor immedi- 
ately. 
The following 


flights with con- 
firmed COVID-19 
cases arrived in 
Toronto this 
month: 

» Air Transat 
flight TS831 from 
Punta Cana _ to 
Toronto on Aug. 1 

» Pakistan In- 
ternational Air- 
lines flight PK797 
from Lahore to 
Toronto on Aug. 2 

» Etihad Air- 
ways flight EY141 
from Abu Dhabi 


to Toronto on 
Aug. 2 
- Air Canada 
flight AC992 from 
Mexico City to 
Toronto on Aug. 2 
- United Air- 


lines flight 
UA3488 from 
Newark to 


Toronto on Aug. 3 

- Air Canada 
flight | AC7682 
from Chicago to 
Toronto on Aug. 4 

- Air Canada 
flight AC849 from 
London to 
Toronto on Aug. 4 

- Air Canada 
flight AC879 from 
Switzerland _ to 
Toronto on Aug. 4 


Police investigating 
death of boy struck 


by vehicle 


The aread 
around Paisley 
Boulevard and 
Confederation 
Parkway in Mis- 
sissauga was shut 
down Wednesday 
evening after po- 
lice responded to 
reports of a boy 
who had_ been 
struck by a vehi- 
cle. 

The victim, a 19 
month-old _ boy, 
was struck by the 
vehicle around 
5:30 p.m., Peel 
Police reported. 

It is believed a 
delivery truck was 
involved in the in- 
cident, which took 


place in a parking 
lot. 

According to re- 
ports, the driver of 
the vehicle that 
struck the boy 
transported both 
him and _ihis 
mother to a 
nearby hospital. 
The boy — suc- 
cumbed to his 
wounds a_ short 
time later. 

Police are asking 
any residents with 
information — re- 
garding the inci- 
dent to call (905) 
453-3311. 


Brampton man charged after shocking murder 


by Clover Sterling 


Residents in the 
Deerpark Crescent 
and Fairglen Av- 
enue area are still 
reeling from the 
death of a Bramp- 
ton woman who 
was fatally shot by 
her boyfriend. 

Police have ar- 
rested and charged 
a Brampton man 
with second degree 
murder in connec- 
tion with the shoot- 
ing, which occurred 
on July 28 around 
2:30 p.m. 

27 year-old Dar- 
nell Reid shot and 
killed 25 year-old 
Darian Hailey— 
Bellman, who had 
reportedly ended a 
relationship with 
him, before turning 
the gun on himself. 

Reid was rushed 
to hospital with crit- 
ical injuries and 
later charged with 
second degree mur- 
der, posession of a 
loaded firearm and 
two counts of fail- 
ure to comply with a 
release order. 

Court documents 


unveiled late last 
week revealed that 
Reid had an interim 
judicial release 
stemming from a 
previous domestic 
violence incident 
between himself 
and Hailey-Bellman 
since that charge, 
and he had been ar- 
rested on four sepa- 
rate occasions for 
breaching terms of 
his release by being 
in contact with her. 
Most recently, 
Reid was charged 
twice in one month, 
by Peel Police on 
May 23 and by Hal- 
ton Regional Police 
on May 28, for 
firearms-related of- 
fences, impaired 
driving and violat- 
ing a no-contract 
order imposed to 
protect Hailey-Bell- 
man, who was orig- 
inally from Halton 
Hills. 
Hailey-Bellman 
was visiting her 
grandmother in 
Brampton when the 
incident happened. 
“This represents a 


tragic outcome for a 
young person who 
carried a bright fu- 
ture.... (and) is 
mixed with frustra- 
tion for a complete 
failure of our justice 
system to protect 
her,” said Police 
Chief Nishan Dura- 
iappah earlier this 
month. 

“In this incident, 
the sadness I feel 
for the victim and 
her family is mixed 
with frustration for 
a complete failure 
of our justice sys- 
tem to protect her.” 

The homicide is 
the region’s sixth of 
the year. On Aug. 3, 
25 year-old Missis- 
sauga man Abdifa- 
tah Salah was 
fatally shot at a res- 
idence on Hunting- 
ton Ridge Drive in 
Mississauga. Au- 
thorities are still 
searching for leads 
in that case. 

Areport from Peel 
Region reveals a 
total of 31 homi- 
cides in 2019, 13 of 
which were domes- 


tic fatalities. A total 
of 18,377 reports 
were made, includ- 
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ing 10,818 intimate 
partner calls and 
from those num- 
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Darian Hailey-Bellman, as seen in an undated 
handout photo. (Photo Courtesy of Peel Police) 
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“Emanicipation Park’ unveiled in Brampton 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


City councillors, 
senior advisors and 
community __repre- 
sentatives came to- 
gether Wednesday 
afternoon to unveil 
the new sign to com- 
memorate the re- 
naming of a 
Brampton sports 


park. 

On July 8, Bramp- 
ton City Council 
unanimously passed 
a motion to rename 
Dixie 407 Sports Park 
to Emancipation Park 


in honour of the abo- 
nae of slavery. 

ark, located 
ak A of Highway 407 
in Ward 7, was con- 
structed in 2004 and 
includes minor and 


significant soccer 
pitches and cricket 
grounds. 


The motion was 
conceived by City 
Councillor Char- 
maine Williams and 
endorsed by all mem- 
bers of the Council. 
This year, Aug. 1 was 


proclaimed as Eman- 
cipation Day, and Au- 
gust was proclaimed 
as Emancipation 
Month in Brampton. 

“Around the world, 
we are witnessing a 
historic moment in 
time,” said Brampton 
Mayor Patrick Brown 
during the event. 
“People of all back- 
grounds are coming 
together to confront 
systemic anti-Black 
racism collectively. 
Here in Brampton, 


BRAM PtToN 


Emancipation 


Park 


~ ee 


this park renaming is 
a powerful statement 
that we are commit- 
ted to celebrating 
Brampton’s diversity 


and stand with 
Brampton’s _ Black 
community.” 


On June 10, 2020, 
City Council 
proved the 
African and 
Caribbean Social, 
Cultural and _ Eco- 
nomic Empowerment 
and Anti-Black 
Racism Unit. The 
unit is tasked with 
developing an action 
plan to eradicate sys- 
temic anti-Black 
racism in Brampton. 

Led by Senior Advi- 
sor, Gwyneth Chap- 
man, and guided by 
local community 
stakeholders, the unit 
will centre around 
uplifting the social, 
cultural, and  eco- 
nomic position of 
Brampton’s _ Black 
community. 

Brown said Bramp- 
ton is a mosaic of cul- 
tures and diversity 


that should be cele- 
brated. “No one 
should have to face 
any hardships or dis- 
crimination because 
of the colour of their 
skin,” he said. “I am 
confident that with 
the right people at the 
table, we can have 
meaningful conversa- 
tions and am looking 
forward to working 
more closely with 
Brampton’s Black 
community.” 

When Peel Weekly 
asked Mayor Brown if 
Brampton is going to 
build any more 
streets and parks that 
will honour a com- 
munity or a person, 
Brown said the deci- 
sion was made by 
councillors and the 
community picked it, 
and not just person- 
ally named to recog- 
nize on person. 

“Tt was easy to re- 
name it, but the real 
reason behind this 
(decision) is still a 
story in itself,” said 
Brown. 


Brampton council votes to suspend councillor 


Continued from Pg 1 


For now, Bramp- 
ton council has 
voted to suspend 
Dhillon for three 
months without 
pay, along with an 
official reprimand, 
ordering Dhillon 
to issue a formal 
apology to the al- 
leged victim. 
Dhillon has also 
been removed as 
chair of the city's 
Economic Devel- 
opment and Cul- 
ture committee, 
been restricted 
from communicat- 
ing with residents 
outside of email, 
prohibited from 
travelling on city 
business outside of 
Ontario, and 
barred from City 
Hall outside of re- 
trieving mail and 
attending council 
meetings. 

In a statement 
last week, Sheikh 


Digital Newspaper stated that Dhillon 


did not cooperate 
with the investiga- 
tion, though in a 
statement released 
on July 31, Dhillon 
denied any wrong- 
doing. 

"I have and con- 
tinue to vehe- 
mently deny all 
allegations against 
me and have com- 
menced legal ac- 
tion," Dhillon said 
in the statement, 
which was_ ob- 
tained by Peel 
Weekly News. "As 
noted many times 
in today’s council 
meeting, this in- 
vestigation began 
without a formal 
complaint and has 
been tainted from 
the start. The nu- 
merous inconsis- 
tencies in the 
complainant’s 
story have never 
been reconciled. 
Nor was I afforded 
due process.” 

Furthermore, 
Dhillon said that 


councillors 
"rushed to judge- 
ment" regarding 
the "flawed _ re- 
port," and that he 
would not resign. 
In a_ follow-up 
statement through 
his lawyer, Nader 
R. Hassan, Dhillon 
said he has filed an 
application in the 
Divisional Court 
seeking judicial re- 
view of Sheikh's 
report. It is perti- 
nent to mention 
here that Dhillon 
was not even 
charged with the 


crime. 

"Sexual harass- 
ment is something 
we have to take 
very seriously," 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown said 
last week during a 
regular virtual 
council meeting. "I 
know the recom- 
mendations of the 
integrity commis- 
sioner are exten- 
sive, but I think by 
adopting the rec- 
ommendations, we 
show very clearly 
we have zero toler- 
ance for sexual ha- 


rassment in our 
city." 

During the meet- 
ing, Brown told 
council that "we 
have a com- 
plainant who has 
provided evidence 
that something 
very bad has hap- 
pened." 

The commis- 
sioner's report did 
not establish a 
crime or guilt, and 
the applicant's al- 
legations, includ- 
ing sexual assault, 
had not’ been 
tested in court yet. 
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Between WE and PM Trudeau - What’s The Scandal? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The 
crisis isn’t over yet. 
The government is 


Coronavirus 


struggling to get 
money to people 
who usually have it 
and will not after the 
economic shock to 
Canada’s financial 
system. 

The government 
proposed a $900 
million stimulus 
package for jobs for 
students —__ because 
traditional summer 
employment is a no 


go. 

Okay, let’s put this 
nothing-burger into 
context. 

There was a prob- 
lem with this pro- 
gram - who can 
administer $900 
million in grant 
money? There was 
no government de- 
partment capable of 
managing the pro- 
gram. 

That would have 
been the solution, 
but that would mean 
spending months 
hiring people. 

So, it was farmed 
out. WE Charity was 


chosen because they 
already  adminis- 
tered similar pro- 
grams and have the 
people in place to do 
it 


The direct cost was 
$19 million, which 
would necessarily be 
a donation to the 
charity. They already 
had the people on 
staff to do the work, 
and they would be 
paid either way. 

So, what did 
Trudeau do wrong? 

Well, he does have 
links to the charity. 
Is he a director or 
board member? No. 
Does he volunteer 
for them? Well, he 
did speak at some of 
their events for free. 
Does he have a fi- 
nancial interest? 
Well, some of the 
people who do run 
his charity donated a 
few thousand dollars 
to his personal cam- 
paign. 

Yes, he should 
have declared an in- 
terest and then with- 
drawn from_ the 
discussion that he 
never did. 

As a former Prime 
Minister so_ elo- 
quently stated, “A 
proof is a proof is a 
proof.” Once again, 
he has proven that 
he is totally inade- 


quately prepared for 
the job. 

However, Mr. 
Teflon will probably 
skate on this one as 
well, and his pro- 
gressive followers 
who swoon at his 
hairdo and socks will 
give him another 
pass. 

Is he corrupt? I 
guess the answer to 
that one is easy = ask 
a progressive, and 
you will get one an- 
swer, ask a sensible 
person, and get an 
accurate reading of 
his capabilities and 
ethics. 

No, he isn’t, but it 
doesn’t inspire confi- 
dence in his political 
smarts. He should 
have known it would 
cause a big stink and 
either vetoed it or 
announced it by 
someone else. This is 
not the first time 
something like this 
has blown upon him, 
but he doesn’t seem 
to have learned. 

Combined with the 
SNC-Lavalin  scan- 
dal, it’s likely. His 
behaviour certainly 
doesn’t meet the 
standard that Cana- 
dians expect. 

Also, I do not be- 
lieve this will have 
much of an impact 
on him or his gov- 


ernment. Even if he 
is found to have bro- 
ken the law again 
without any evi- 
dence of him gaining 
some sort of material 
benefit such as fi- 
nancial kickbacks, 
the Canadian public 
is unlikely to hold it 
against him. 

As was the case 
with the Aga Khan, 
Trudeau and_ his 
family vacationed on 
a tropical island 
owned by the for- 
mer. 

The Ethics Com- 
missioner found he 
had violated four 
provisions of the 
Conflict of Interest 
Act, the WE Charity 
stood to benefit from 
the money provided 
to their charities 
from the federal gov- 
ernment, but neither 
the Aga Khan nor the 
Kielburger brothers 
are seen to be 
“sketchy” characters. 

Both charitable or- 
ganizations are held 
in reasonably high 
regard. Both philan- 
thropic organiza- 
tions have positive 
reputations for the 
work that they do. 

But it merely adds 
another brick in the 
wall of his corrup- 
tion. That said, he 
will skate through 


this as well. If SNC 
and blackface could- 
n't bring him down 
with his supporters, 
how will simple fis- 
cal corruption affect 
him? 

Trudeau, his wife, 
and his mother had 
ongoing — relations 
and = involvement 
with the WE Charity. 
Regardless of how 
virtuous and honest 
the people running 
the WE Charity 
might be, there is a 
bright appearance of 
favoritism. 

Preference = was 
given to their organ- 
ization for the distri- 
bution of money. It’s 
student “grants” for 
volunteer activities, 
even though there 
were other organiza- 
tions that could have 
done the same work. 

There was no at- 
tempt to have the 
project go out to ten- 
der, and there was 
no transparency to 
the process. 

But Canadians are 
still looking for the 
whole truth from our 
Prime Minister to 
sufficiently explain 
his actions regarding 
this scandal. 

Okay, he made a 
mistake. Why did he 
make it? Why did he 
initially lie to the 


Canadians by telling 
us that public ser- 
vants—not he and 
his cabinet—decided 
to award the con- 
tract to WE? 

Why did he lie and 
tell us the federal 
civil service couldn’t 
do the job? Did he 
honestly think WE 
weren't paying his 
family members, de- 
spite there being 
professional speak- 
ers? 

This time, Trudeau 
doesn’t have a ma- 
jority government, 
so he can’t control 
the parliamentary 
committees that 
should investigate it. 

That's how he 
skated on the SNC- 
Lavalin scandal; his 
Liberal MPs in com- 
mittee refused to call 
him to testify in his 
direction. But this 
time, the opposition 
parties acted to- 
gether and forced 
Trudeau to answer 
for his ethically chal- 
lenged behaviour. 

So, the question is, 
“what is the scan- 
dal?” That Trudeau 
made a decision or 
that the money will 
not be spent at all, 
and hundreds of 
thousands of stu- 
dents won’t be doing 
paid work. 
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Silence is a source of great strength 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


As Lao Tzu said, 
"Silence is a source 
of great strength.“ 

There is no more 
down-to-earth activ- 
ity than being silent, 
not speaking. It hap- 
pens all the time in 
our life. Even the 
most talkative peo- 
ple are quiet from 
time to time. You 
just need to use this 
state more purpose- 
fully. 

But sometimes 
being so soft and 
sweet might take 
someone's life in 
danger, as our Prime 
Minister’s silence is 
going to cost. 

China has imposed 
the death penalty on 
a second Canadian 
citizen for drug-re- 


lated offences in 
their past. 
Of course, this 


method might be 
easier for introverts. 
Talkers can struggle 
with keeping their 
mouth shut for an 
extended period. 

If all your thoughts 
are imprisoned in 
your head, they will 
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bounce around. They 
will mill around. The 
views that you habit- 
ually blurt out with- 
out a second thought 
will stay inside your 
skull. 

If you diligently 
keep your silence 
when someone ad- 
dresses you with a 
question or remark, 
you will learn the ba- 
sics of self-talk con- 
trol. If you can't utter 
a word, your re- 
sponse will be differ- 
ent than the 
automatic status 
quo. 

You may decide it 
is worth it to breach 
your wall of silence, 
but it will be a con- 
scious decision, a re- 
sult of your 
reflection, not the 
usual automatic 
reply. 

You will also notice 
how much of what 
you habitually say is 
merely unnecessary. 
If you are like most 
human beings, it 
comes straight from 
your ego. 

We all live in a so- 


ciety. The character 
of every human 
being is easily identi- 
fied through speech. 
It is also commonly 
said that we should 
first weigh and then 
speak. 

The tongue is our 
precious gift, with 
which we can and do 
put our thoughts in 
front of others 
quickly. 

Without thinking, 
sometimes we speak 
so severely that our 
important relation- 
ships are on the 
verge of breaking up. 
There is also a say- 
ing, "Speech spoils 
speech, minions de- 
stroy homes." 

We got the best ex- 
ample of that in U.S. 
President Donald 
Trump. He is a man 
of many words, but 
he hasn't always 
been consistent with 
the statements that 
come out of his 
mouth and flip-flops 
on his words. 

We talk, and we 
sometimes say non- 
sense that causes re- 


lationships to break, 
which causes harm 
to others. 

Sometimes we are 
in such a hurry that 
we don't think about 
what to say in that 
hurry. When a rela- 
tionship breaks up 
because of our 
wrong words, we re- 
gret it. 

We must be patient 
in our anger. If we 
don't have patience, 
then pray to God 
that we have the 
qualities of persever- 
ance. Or when we 
speak thoughtfully, 
the listener listens 
“ay carefully. 

The wise often say, 
"Think twice or 
weigh first." Some- 
times we see that the 
person who talks too 
much often fights at 
home. 

A conflict-like at- 
mosphere is created 
in the house. No one 
even stands by such 
a person. Many peo- 
ple are very good 
looking, and _ the 
dress is also very at- 
tractive. But the 


tongue is so bitter 
that it does not want 


to talk. 
Someone has 
rightly said that this 


is the language that 
carries us from 
throne to floor and 
from floor to throne. 
Many people speak 
very little. 

The eyes of such 
people say a lot. We 
get to learn a lot 
from such people. 
Speak, but speak 
there! Where there is 
little need. Many 
people don't even 
need it. They just 
start talking, and 
then people wait for 
them to tell them 
when to shut up. 

People don't also 
like to sit next to a 
person sitting there. 
Often go to govern- 
ment offices for per- 
sonal work, where 
officers rarely speak. 

Their eyes teach a 
lot. They listen more 
attentively to others. 
If you want our 
friends and relatives 
to respect you, speak 
humbly to live a 


happy life. 

The result of your 
silence practice is an 
increased 
awareness 
your self-talk. Im- 
prison your dialogue 
in your head, cut it 
off so it's not re- 
leased habitually, 
and you will become 
more mindful about 
what goes through 
your head. 

Not only that, but 
you also get the grip 
over your outward 
expressions. 

PM Trudeau _ has 
wasted time giving 
long lectures, plead- 
ing and asking for 
forgiveness on behalf 
of these Canadian 
citizens, and those 
who put themselves 
in a pit full of cobras 
and jet-black mam- 


as. 

May PM Trudeau 
try to apologize, as 
he is very good at 
apologizing. Just de- 
cide on the Chinese 
government _ situa- 
tion before it's too 
late. 


Peel Matters: The Past 100 Days - And The Next 100 


by Catherine Soplet 


It has been nearly 
100 days since Apr. 27, 
when the Minister of 
Education called for 
Peel District School 
Board&’s investigation 
for anti-Black racism 
and governance issues 
by human rights ex- 
pert, lawyer Arlene 
ggins. 

A cascade of events 
since April first saw 
elected Trustees of Peel 
District School Board 
set aside on June 22 by 
a provincially ap- 
pointed Supervisor to 
correct its course. 
Then, effective July 28, 
Peel Regional Police 
withdrew its force of 
Student Resource Offi- 
cers, effective immedi- 
ately. 

Peel Regional Coun- 
cil forewarned the seis- 
mic change on June 11, 
when it unanimously 
made its Declaration: 
anti-Black racism is a 
crisis. 

Later on July 9, 


amidst trending calls 
for action to defund the 
police, Peel Council 
also acknowledged the 
contributing role of 
racism linked to arrest- 
related injuries and 
death arising from 
mental health distress 
episodes. 

Council passed a mo- 
tion aiming to reduce 
the role of police in 
mental health distress 
episodes under certain 
circumstances, by in- 
creasing number of the 
region’s Mobile Crisis 
Rapid Response Teams 
(MCRRT). Peel Health 
response teams see 
data to show how 
COVID caseload by 
postal code lines up 
with racism and lived 
experience of poverty. 

The Declaration that 
anti-Black Racism is a 
crisis was carried for- 
ward into the Peel Re- 
gion - Equity and 
Inclusion Committee, 
and also into the Peel 


Poverty Reduction 
Strategy - Advocacy 
and Awareness Round- 
table. 

The PPRS-AA 


Roundtable suggests 
enactment of the Dec- 
laration to avert anti- 
Black Racism could be 
achieved when any fu- 
ture civic consultations 
to engage community 
and youth could be 
guided by tenets of the 
Peel Youth Charter. 

The Charter states: 
Endorsers of the Peel 
Youth Charter promise 
best efforts, without 
prejudice or discrimi- 
nation, to ensure 
safety, health, educa- 
tion and future jobs for 
youth.&quot; 

The document aligns 
with the Ontario 
Human Rights Code, 
and explicitly asserts 
that youth contribute 
to their communities, 
and that decisions 
made about them 
should not be made 


without them. 

At a time and in- 
stance where public ed- 
ucation and_ policing 
are disassembled for a 
reset, the annual Au- 
gust hiatus of local gov- 
ernments and 
bureaucrats during 
plodding pandemic 
times presents an op- 
portunity to renovate 
deeply, if not com- 
pletely back to the 
studs. 

Last week, the Peel 
Board welcomed  in- 
coming Director of Ed- 
ucation Colleen 
Russell-Rawlins, a 
Black woman with a 
pedigree as an equity 
champion. The Trustee 
Co-Chair of the We 
Rise Advisory Commit- 
tee, Kathy McDonald, 
also hosted Brampton 
Mayor Patrick Brown 
in a Town Hall on 
Policing in Peel. 

Topics of the Town 
Hall included police 
use of bodycams, Stu- 


—o- 


dent Resource Officers 
in Schools and the role 
of policing in mental 
health. 

The triggering event 
for the Huggins inves- 
tigation occurred in 
Apr. 2019. A Black 
Trustee was subjected 
to a White Trustee’s 
anti-Black alliteration 
of McCrimmon Middle 


school, which pinched 
a “pipeline to prison” 
nerve for the very last 
time. 

Let’s make the next 
100 days in Peel be the 
fix we need to see in the 
world. For more infor- 
mation on the Peel 
Youth Charter, visit 
bit.ly/Peel-Youth- 
Charter . 


PDN August 13, 2020_Layout 1 8/13/2020 2:27 AM Page 8 C3 


SOUTHSIDE SHUFFLE “OE 


SEPTEMBER 10-11-12-13, 2020 * VIRTUAL FESTIVAL * 
Bringing a world of bares arto your hromel 


THE LEGENDARY DOWNCHILD BLUES BAND J 


DURHAM COUNTY POETS “RIBUTE TO j AMES 


: dd / 
EVERYDAY PEOPLE - THE MUSIC OF SLY AND THE FAMILY STONE 7 cuygh / 


RETROSPECTIVE VIDEO FROM OUR ; 
FESTIVAL ARCHIVES AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! «3 


#Shuffleon © 
VHS Sop us 


www.southsideshuffle.ca 


: — 
Canadian Patrimoine > . ONTARIO | ONTARIO > T CREDIT 
Cred Heritage canadien on (D eReates cedarie POR CE 
Giriag back 


MISSISSAUGA 


Pr, VAS Wedding Receptions 647-829-9397 


Birthday (Anniversaries Www.sanjhsaveracards.com 


MAMA MIA! 
Call the 
HAIRDRESSER 
Lady! 


25+ years of 
Experience 
Serving Families 
& Individuals at 
their Home & 
Workplaces! 


Call Anastasia (905) 783-3482 


Licensed | Insured | Receipt with HST 
CASH, DEBIT, VISA, MC, AMEX 


Loyalty & Gift Cards Available 
Following EXTRA COVID -19 procedures 


—o- 


a 


tant 
See 


~ 


PDN August 13, 2020_Layout 1 8/13/2020 2:27 AM Page 9 


Two suspects sought 


after Mississauga 
carjacking 

A119 year-old Two _ suspects 
Brampton man is_ subsequently fled 
under arrested from the taxi, and 
after carjacking a one was arrested 
vehicle with a for assaulting an 
mother and her officer and com- 
three year-old mitting robbery. 
daughter inside, Approximately 


investigators from 
Peel Police’s Rob- 
bery Bureau re- 
vealed last week. 

The arrest stems 
from an incident 
that took place last 
Friday, Aug. 7, 
around 7:30 p.,m. 
in the Mavis Road 
and Novo Star 
Drive area, near 
Mississauga’s 
north end. 

According to po- 
lice, they were in- 
vestigating an 
incident related to 
a prior stolen vehi- 
cle, with three sus- 
pects matching 
the description in 
the prior case were 
matched to pas- 
sengers riding in a 
taxi. 

The driver of the 
taxi was assaulted 
after being offered 
money to flee the 
scene, but did not 
suffer any serious 
injuries. 

Officers ques- 
tioned the three 
suspects regarding 
the prior stolen 
vehicle case. A 
struggle ensured, 
and an officer sus- 
tained minor in- 
juries as a result. 


hale an hour later, 
in the Elliott Par- 
liament Street and 
Haines Artist Way 
area, a mother was 
placing her child 
in the reat car seat 
of her vehicle, a 
black BMW with 
the license plate 
BVLR298, when 
she — was 
proached by ine 
two suspects, who 
demanded her ve- 
hicle. 

The mother was 
able to push past 
the suspects and 
remove her child 
from the vehicle 
before it was 
stolen. Neither the 
mother nor child 
suffered any in- 
juries during the 
incident. 

The suspects are 
still being sought 
by the police, and 
investigation _is 
still ongoing. 

Any _ residents 
with information 
regarding the inci- 
dent areasked to 
contact investiga- 
tors with the Cen- 
tral Robbery 
Bureau at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 
3410. 
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Traffic stop leads to 


drug, fir 


Officers from 11 
Division have 
charged a man 
with drug and 
firearms-related 
offences during a 
traffic stop in Mis- 
sissauga. 

On Thursday, 
Aug. 6, around 
2:30 p.m., uni- 
formed officers in- 
vestigated a 
vehicle in the 
Hurontario and 
King Street West 
in Mississauga. 

The driver of the 
vehicle was inves- 
tigated, arrested, 
and officers lo- 
cated and seized a 
loaded firearm, 
drugs, and cash. 
The gun had an 
extended maga- 
zine with 20 bul- 
lets in it. 

18 year-old 
Jacob Baird, of 
Mississauga, was 
arrested and 


earm seizure 


charged with mul- 
tiple offences, in- 
eluding 
unauthorized pos- 
session of a 
firearm, possess- 
ing cocaine for the 
purpose of traf- 
ficking, having 
cannabis readily 
available in a vehi- 
cle, and _ other 
charges. 

Baird was held 
for a bail hearing 
and will be trans- 
ported to the On- 
tario Court of 
Justice in Bramp- 
ton on August 7, 
2020. 

The information 
is ongoing, anyone 
with information 
regarding this in- 
cident is asked to 
contact investiga- 
tors with the 11 Di- 
vision Criminal 


Investigation Bu- 


reau at (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 1133. 


Oakville man arrested 


in Mississauga sex 
assault investigation 
Investigators for a dangerous 
from the Special purpose and utter- 
Victims Unit have _ ing threats. 
arrested and Hewasheld fora 
charged an bail hearing and 
Oakville man in appeared in 
relation to a Brampton court 
stranger sexual as- on July 31 in an- 
sault with a swer to those 
firearm investiga- charges. 
tion. Investigators be- 
On Wednesday, lieve this male 


July 29 around 7 
p-m., the victim 
was walking in the 
parking lot of the 
plaza located near 
Hurontario Street 
and Elia Avenue in 
the City of Missis- 
sauga. 

The accused 
drove by and at- 
tempted to solicit 
the victim, an 18- 
year-old woman, 
who was walking 
in the parking lot. 

The accused then 
brandished a 
firearm and de- 
manded the victim 
enter his vehicle. 
The accused drove 
a short distance 
away and sexually 
assaulted the fe- 
male. 

On July 30, 34 
year-old Alpha 
McLeod, of 
Oakville, was ar- 
rested and 
charged with mul- 
tiple offences, in- 
cluding forcible 
confinement, sex- 
ual assault with a 
weapon, posses- 
sion of a weapon 


could be responsi- 
ble for similar of- 
fences across the 
GTA. 

“This is a dis- 
turbing demon- 
stration of 
predatory behavy- 
iour from an ac- 
cused which 
carries irreversible 
trauma to sur- 
vivors. It is shock- 
ing to know that it 
occurs in any com- 
munity. As in this 
case, our investi- 
gators will pursue 
sex offenders and 
work towards pre- 
venting them from 
injuring others 
ag ain. said 

Pe Chief Nick 
inovich 
sae with in- 
formation regard- 
ing this incident or 
believe they have 
information per- 
taining to another 
similar incident is 
asked to contact 
investigators with 
the Special Vic- 
tims Unit at 905- 
453-2121, ext. 
3460. 
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Province, Peel grapples with school reopening plans 


by Clover Sterling 


Students will be 
in for a modified 
learning experi- 
ence as elementary 
and secondary 
schools across Peel 
and the province 
get set to be open 
in September. 

The province an- 
nounced last week 
that it has put to- 
gether a plan with 
health and safety in 
mind for teachers, 
staff and students 
for a safe return. 

On Sep. 8, stu- 
dents will return to 
class, full day five 
days per week. 
Mandatory masks 
are required for 
students in grades 
4-12, while stu- 
dents in JK - Grade 
3 will be encour- 
aged, but not re- 
quired, to wear 
masks. 

All teachers and 
school staff will be 
required to wear 
personal protective 
equipment (PPE) 
with a_ medical 
mask and _ face 
shields provided by 
the government. 


At a news confer- 
ence last week, 
Premier Ford said 
he will spare no ex- 
pense when _ it 
comes to the safety 
and wellbeing of 
people in the 
province. 

“We are investing 
over $309 million 
immediately to 
hire 500 new pub- 
lic health nurses to 
help in our schools, 
900 custodians to 
enhance cleaning, 
and required sup- 
plies to keep staff 
and students safe,” 
said Ford. “We are 
also ensuring every 
school follows the 
provincial  guid- 
ance on what to do 
in the event of an 
outbreak.” 

School _ boards 
will provide cloth 
masks through the 
government fund- 
ing, but students 
can bring their 
own. In a state- 
ment, the province 
said that they have 
sufficient PPE sup- 
plies for all stu- 
dents. 


If a child doesn’t 
feel safe returning 
to class in Septem- 
ber, they don’t 
have to, with on- 
line learning con- 
tinuing to be made 
available for stu- 
dents who want to 
use it. 

In-class _atten- 
dance will be op- 
tional, and_ for 
students with spe- 
cial needs, accom- 
modations will be 
made. 

Teachers who 
have health con- 
cerns or are living 
with family mem- 
bers whose health 
may be compro- 
mised will also 
have the option to 
conduct online 
teaching as their 
continued contri- 
bution to learning. 

Elementary class 
sizes will be co- 
horted and class- 
rooms will look 
different. Desks 
will be separated 
and will all face the 
front of the class- 
room. 


Hand _ sanitizers 


will be made avail- 
able in each class 
room and_ the 
cleaning frequency 
within classes will 
be increased. 

The guidelines 
across all school 
boards will be the 
same, said the 
province last Tues- 
day. There will be 
no field trips, and 
school assemblies 
will be avoided. 
Sports will con- 
tinue with physical 
distancing and 
equipment, while 
play spaces will be 
cleaned and disin- 
fected. 

Students who 
take a bus to and 
from school will be 
assigned _ seating 
and noted by the 
driver. 

Those from the 
same household 
will sit together 
and drivers are ex- 
pected to wear 
PPEs. 

High school stu- 
dents will start the 
year in groups of 
15, alternating half 
of their time in 
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class and the other 
half on online 
learning. Further 
measures across all 
age groups include 
the hiring of school 
nurses and physi- 
cal distancing, par- 
ents who _— are 
uncomfortable 
sending their chil- 
dren to school will 
also have the op- 
tion of online 
learning. 

“We have to con- 
tinue to build mo- 
mentum to flatten 
this curve if we 
want to ensure 
children can return 
to class each and 
every day,” said 
Education Minister 
Stephen Lecce, 
speaking at a news 
conference last 
week. 

“This is going to 
take a collective 
enterprise of all 
Ontarians continu- 
ing to stay ab- 
solutely focused 
and resolute on 
getting to the finish 
line... oour actions 
say we have a con- 
sequence on learn- 


ing tomorrow and 
by working — to- 
gether you are 
keeping Ontario 
spirit alive and 
well,” Lecce said. 
Meanwhile, the 
Teachers Union 
and parents are 
dissatisfied with 
the government’s 
decision, saying 
the plan falls short 
in terms of specifi- 
cally what it’s ask- 
ing of elementary 


students and 
teachers. 

Various groups 
are calling fon 


mandatory masks 
across all schools 
for all ages and 
grades. 

As everyone looks 
to the reopening of 
school, the Ford 
government as- 
sured families that 
the layers of pre- 
vention will be in 
place and teachers 
and staff will have 
to follow protocols 
and will do follow 
ups if a child be- 
comes ill, respond- 
ing to the risk as it 
emerges. 
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In COVID-19 enforcement, it takes two to tango 
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by Surjit Singh Flora 
The COVID-19 "The neighbour- 
virus will be with us hood was __ livid. 


for a long time, and 
as long as our gov- 
ernments — federal, 
provincial, munici- 
pal - do the opposite 
from what is cur- 
rently going on in 
southern states like 
Texas and Florida, 
and Canadians fol- 
low the rules, we will 
be safe. 

This is not a "law,” 
it's an objective to 
keep all of us safer. It 
is also not an in- 
fringement of your 
rights. That's the at- 
titude of some of 
these Americans and 
Canadians we see 
having meltdowns in 
Walmart and Costco 
stores while refusing 
to wear masks. 

On July 25, police 
were called to a busy 
house party in 
Brampton late in the 
evening, in the 
Countryside Drive 
and Goreway Road 
area. 

Bylaw enforcement 
officers attended the 
scene, and it took 


until roughly mid- 
night to disperse 
everybody from 


home. There were as 
many as 200 people 
in attendance. 


Bramptonians were 
upset. When every- 
one else is doing 
their jobs, when 
everyone is following 
the advice of public 
health. Then there's 
one bad apple that's 
willfully trying to ig- 
nore public health; 
there have to be con- 
sequences," said 
Brampton Mayor 
Brown shortly after 
news of the incident 
broke. 

"It's selfish, it's 
reckless, and it can't 
be tolerated," Brown 
continued. "So many 
people are _ being 
careful, so many 
people are sacrific- 
ing, and then you get 
a bunch of young 
kids like this that 
show complete dis- 
regard for public 
health. It's infuriat- 
ing, and they need to 
give their heads a 
shake.” 

According to the 
city, the homeowner 
was issued a set fine 
of $880 and was also 
charged under the 
Brampton Public 
Nuisance Bylaw, 
which carries a fine 
of at least $500 to a 


maximum of 


$100,000 that will 


be determined by the 
courts. 
Ontario Premier 


Doug Ford attacked 
the 200 "reckless 
and careless" people 
who attended the 
large-scale gather- 
ing, claiming it was 
necessary to impose 
legal constraints on 
the "yahoos." 

"You would think 
the cheese slipped 
off the cracker with 
these people," Ford 
said two weeks ago, 
in a comment that 
went viral online. 

Remember, under 
the province's cur- 
rent orders for Peel 
Region, social gath- 
erings are limited to 
ten people. 

But many of the 
Bramptonians are 
not happy with the 
bylaws. 

Why do people get 
away with such be- 
haviour? 

There is an old say- 
ing: "It takes two to 
tango." 

Without the ap- 
proximate 200 at- 
tendees at the July 
25 Brampton party, 
there would have 
been no party. It 
looks like Brampton 
enforcement officials 


missed a prime op- 
portunity to send an 
obvious message to 
others in the com- 
munity who might 
have been thinking 
of the same thing. 

Selfish behaviour, 
only puts the com- 
munity at risk of fur- 
ther outbreaks. 

All the attendees 
should also have 
been charged, with 
the resulting money 
going to continued 
efforts to keep the 
health crisis con- 
tained. 


Those who 
thoughtlessly partic- 
ipated and blatantly 
added to the break- 


ing of the rules 
should have had a 
price to pay. 


This would have 
sent a clear message 
that the priority re- 
mains to keep our 
community _ safer. 
Future party atten- 
dees might think 
twice if they thought 
a large ticket could 
be the result. 

Those people at- 
tending the party re- 
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flect on the countless 
people they poten- 
tially put at risk by 
their actions and 
think twice before 
doing so again. 

We all want nor- 
mal to return sooner 
rather than later, so 
let's all continue to 
do what we can to 
minimize the risk to 
our fellow citizens, 
do our best to avoid 
succumbing to 
"COVID fatigue," 
and hope there is a 
vaccine sooner, 
rather than later. 
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When trees are our lungs, community planting brings COVID relief 


by Catherine Soplet 


On July 30, the 
Toronto Medical Of- 
ficer of Health re- 
ported health data 
showing that 
COVID-19 caseload 
by postal code identi- 
fies indicated racial- 
ized, lower-income 
communities have 
been harder hit hard 
by the pandemic. 

Peel-based _ envi- 
ronmental research 
charity, ACER 
Canada, mapped this 
“racialized wellbeing 
gap” in 2019. 

An acronym for 
Canada’s maple 
genus, ACER - Asso- 
ciation for Canadian 
Education Resources 
- noticed the distance 
on the map between 
tree canopy in urban 
parks and where Peel 
Health data shows 
populations experi- 
ence lesser wellbe- 
ing. 

Areas of lower well- 
being are coincident 
with Statistics 
Canada 2016 data 
density for recent 
immigrants to 


Canada, and lowest 
income families. 

“We want vulnera- 
ble communities to 
enjoy more beautiful, 
tree-shaded, health- 
ier neighbourhoods,” 
says ACER founder 
Alice Casselman. 
“We can improve 
wellbeing now, by 
safely planting trees 
and create future 
shady memory sites 
for people in the area 
to gather.” 

ACER’s proposal to 
remedy wellbeing is 
to restore the tree 
canopy with commu- 
nity tree planting, 
using a proven re- 
search method for 
climate change re- 
search. 

“Trees are our 
lungs” says Alice, ref- 
erencing an interna- 
tional environmental 
mantra. 

During the emer- 
gency lockdown in 
March, ACER was 
funded to plant 
1,500 tree specimens 
for climate change 
research in Bramalea 


SNAP revitalization 
areas, by Arbor Day 


Foundation under 
the TD Green Spaces 
program. 


The proposal was 
only one of 20 ap- 
proved from across 
North America, in a 
competition of 400 
submissions. 

ACER’s | proposal 
included December 
2019 data map over- 
lays created by mu- 
nicipal _ geospatial 
staff in Mississauga 
and Brampton which 
identified “heat is- 
lands” of low tree 
canopy, low wellbe- 
ing and higher polic- 
ing, which coincided 
with Statcan data 
maps for residency of 
recent immigrants 
and lowest income. 

“By mid-April we 
knew we had to an- 
ticipate COVID was 
here to stay,” said 
Casselman. 

To defend the in- 
vestment for Bra- 
malea SNAP, ACER’s 
Advisory board and 
reforestation experts 


evolved their re- 
search protocol to 
meet new health and 
safety standards. 

On Aug. 6, ACER’s 
pandemic planting 
protocol was field- 
tested by municipal 
and _ conservation 
forestry experts. 
ACER and_ stake- 
holders are getting 
ready to prepare for 
a September plant- 
ing demonstration. 

In Oct. 2020, social 


bubble teams will be 
sequenced for two- 
hour tasks to plant 
the balance of 1,500 
tree specimens. 

A training video - 
suitable for distance 
learning as well - is 
in the works. Canada 


Helps Foundation 
merited ACER’s pro- 
posal under 


the COVID-19 Char- 
ity Adaptation and 
Innovation Fund for 
pandemic response 


with virtual training 
on its website. 

ACER is looking to 
meet its target of 
$12,000 so it can 
hire local videogra- 
phers to shoot and 
produce content for 
the organization‘s 
website. 

For more informa- 
tion, visit acer- 
acre.ca/acer-cv19-m 
embership. 


Climate Justice is at risk in Peel 


Peel 


Neighbourhood Information Too! 


Mapping Wellbeing against Parks 


New Immigrant is less likely to reside with easy access to Tree Canopy 


= Ss 
“= 


Recent Immigrants in Peel 


by Dissemination Area (2016) 


Peel Newcomer Strategy Group 
Collective impact Report (2019) 


Gun, drugs seized during Brampton traffic stop 


Officers from 22 
Division have 
charged a man 
with drug and 
firearms-related 
offences during a 
traffic stop in 
Brampton. 

On Saturday, 
Aug. 8, around 


3:30 p.m. in the 


Gilgorm Road and 
Kenwood _ Drive 
area, uniformed 
officers _investi- 
gated a_ vehicle 
during a routine 
stop. 

The driver tried 
to leave the vehicle 
during the traffic 
stop, Drayon 
Lewis, a 28-year- 
old man _ from 
Toronto, was ar- 
rested and charged 
with three High- 
way Traffic-related 
offences, including 
Drive Under Sus- 


pension. 

In addition to the 
traffic offences, he 
was charged with 
seven firearm rela- 
tion offences and 
one drug-related 
offence. 


s Sa 


Lewis was held 
for bail and ap- 
peared in Bramp- 
ton court’ to 
answer to the 
charges on Aug. 9. 

Anyone with in- 


formation regard- 


Bae i 


ing the incident is 
asked to contact 
investigators with 
the 22 Division 
Criminal Investi- 
gation Bureau at 


(905) 453-2121 
ext. 2233. 


New noise control by- 
law curbs noisemakers 


Thinking of blast- 
ing loud music? 
Think again. 

Mississauga coun- 
cil approved a new 
by-law amendment 
last week that aims 
to prohibit unnces- 
sary noise in vehi- 
cles, including 
revving an engine, 
squealing tires or 
loud music. 

The new by-law 
also prohibits driv- 
ers from creating 
unreasonable noise 
from mufflers, ex- 
haust or emission 
control systems. The 
prohibition applies 
to all motor vehicles, 
including motorcy- 
cles. 

“We need to do 
whatever we can to 
discourage unneces- 
sary noise, especially 
from vehicles,” said 
Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. “We're 


taking action to en- 
sure that anyone 
who modifies or 
“soups” up their ve- 
hicles to disrupt our 
streets and neigh- 
bourhoods will face 
fines. Let’s continue 
to work together to 
ensure our city re- 
mas enjoyable for 


Under the 
amended by-law, the 
City will request the 
Ministry of the At- 
torney General to 
approve a higher set 
fine from the cur- 
rent rate of $110 to 
$500. Both the City 
and Peel Regional 
Police will have the 
authority to charge 
violators under the 
amended by-law. 

The amended 
Noise Control By- 
law came into effect 
on Aug. 6. 
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Mississauga nets $46 million for COVID-19 recovery 


by Alex Gregory 


Mississauga has 
been thrown a life- 
line. 

The city an- 
nounced Wednes- 
day evening that 
the province has 
allocated $46 mil- 
lion in recovery 
funding for a post- 
COVID-19 “Safe 
Restart’.” 

The funding, 
which includes $31 
million to support 
expenditures re- 
lated to MiWay 
and nearly $15 
million to help re- 
spond to local pri- 
orities, is aimed at 
providing a vital 
funding source to 
the city, which is 
facing a $60 mil- 
lion deficit. 

The funding is 
part of an agree- 
ment between the 
federal govern- 
ment, the 


provinces and ter- 
ritories. 

The funding is 
great news for the 
city, said Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie. 

“(This funding) 
recognizes that a 
strong economic 
recovery requires 
healthy cities,” 
said Crombie 
Wednesday. 
“COVID-19 _ will 
bring additional fi- 
nancial pressures 
to future years, 
and we look for- 
ward to working 
with the province 
to determine how 
Phase 2 funding 
can best support 
large, urban cities 
like Mississauga.” 

The funding pro- 
vided for transit 
will include a base 
amount and addi- 
tional allocation 
based on ridership, 


which is aimed at 
offsetting new 
costs introduced 
by COVID-19, such 
as enhanced clean- 
ing and staff per- 
sonal _ protective 
equipment (PPE). 
In the second 
phase, additional 
allocations will be 
provided based on 
expenses incurred 
to ensure the fund- 
ing meets the 


needs of munici- 
palities. 
The city is con- 


tinuing to work on 
its 2021 budget to 
manage the deficit 
while still provid- 
ing programs and 
services, said the 
city’s chief finan- 
cial officer, Gary 
Kent. 

Next week, Pre- 
mier Doug Ford 
will be speaking to 
city representa- 
tives during the 
annual Association 
of Municipalities 
of Ontario (AMO) 
conference, which 


is running online- 
only. In total, $695 
million will be de- 
livered by the 
province to 444 
municipalities to 
help relieve 
COVID-19 _ pres- 
sures. 

"Since the begin- 
ning of the pan- 
demic, we have 
had the backs of 
our municipali- 
ties,“ said Ford, 
who responded to 
numerous ques- 
tions from city offi- 


cials and media 
outlets about the 


needed funding 
over the last few 
weeks. 


"This first round 
of funding will ad- 
dress the most ur- 
gent needs of our 
communities, en- 
suring critical serv- 
ices like transit 
and shelters are 
there when people 
need them most," 


Ford said in a 
statement 
Wednesday. 


Police looking for criminals in crime spree 


Investigators from 
the Central Robbery 
Bureau are asking 
for the public's as- 
sistance in locating 
suspects in relation 
to a GTA robbery 
spree, carjacking, 
and firearm offence 
the occurred in Mis- 


sissauga last month. 
On Friday, July 
24, around 6:45 


p-m., a pharmacy lo- 
cated in the Credit 
Woodlands and 
McBride Avenue 
area was robbed by 
two suspects. No 
weapons were seen, 
and there were no 
injuries. They fled 
the area in a white 
Nissan Altima. 
These suspects are 
also wanted for a se- 
ries of violent armed 
robberies, including 
a Bank of Montreal - 
Mississauga branch 
on July 16, a Shop- 
pers Drug Mart in 
Mississauga on July 
22 and incidents in 
Toronto and Barrie. 
The white Nissan 
Altima was used as a 


getaway vehicle in 
all the robberies. 
On Friday, July 
24, 2020, this sus- 
pect vehicle was lo- 
cated 
investigators into 
the Burnhamthorpe 
Road and Confeder- 
ation Parkway area 
with another vehicle 
in the underground 
parking garage of an 
apartment building. 
In total, there were 
now four suspects. 
Tactical and Res- 
cue Unit officers at- 
tempted to stop 
both of these vehi- 
cles, and the sus- 
ects attempted to 
ee. 
During this inter- 
action, one of the 
suspects, later iden- 


tified as Ridwan 
Dalmar, fired one 
round from a 


firearm in his pos- 
session. The suspect 
vehicle was then 
also driven at offi- 
cers who then re- 
turned fire to 
pseu! them from 

eing seriously in- 


jured or killed. 

The two suspect 
cars were disabled, 
and two occupants 
were arrested, in- 
cluding Ridwan Dal- 
mar. 

Two other sus- 

ects, responsible 
or the earlier phar- 
macy robbery, man- 
aged to flee on foot. 
While fleeing on 
foot, one of these 
suspects ap- 
proached a pickup 
truck that was occu- 
pied by a family 
with children who 
had just picked up 
dinner. 

The suspect en- 
tered the rear of the 
vehicle and ordered 
the family to drive. 
In fear, the family 
all attempted to flee 
from the car. 

Before they were 
all able to escape, 
the suspect entered 
the driver's seat and 
fled the area with an 
eight-year-old child. 
She was located a 
short time later, un- 
injured on a side 


street. The pickup 
truck was later re- 
covered unoccupied. 

An examination at 
the scene revealed a 
loaded handgun in 
one of the vehicles 
with an extended 
magazine holding 31 
rounds of ammuni- 
tion. The stolen 
property from the 
pharmacy was re- 
covered. 

“We have contin- 
ued to pursue of- 
fenders who 
demonstrate a com- 
plete disregard for 
our community's 
safety,” said Depu 
Chief Nick Mil- 
novich. “Our inves- 
tigators are 
committed to their 
capture. We _ are 
confident that they 
will be located and 
arrested with assis- 
tance from our com- 
munity. “ 

Residents with in- 
formation about the 
case are asked to call 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 
3410. 


—o- 


Some passport services 
restarted: Feds 


Some _ passport 
services have 
been _ restarted, 
the federal gov- 
ernment an- 
nounced late last 
month. 

Canadians are 
now able to apply 
for a passport by 
mail if they ur- 
gently need a 
passport or have 
to travel less than 


30 6days’ with 
proof of travel, 
the feds  an- 


nounced on July 


i. 

If Canadians do 
not have a travel 
plan, they are 
asked to wait be- 
fore applying for 
a ee a 
spokesperson 
said in a state- 
ment. 

“Processing 
time may be 


much longer than 
normal due to 
high demand,” 
said the state- 
ment. “It is also 
important for the 
safety of employ- 
ees and Canadi- 
ans.” 

Applicants who 
are worried about 
getting their pass- 

ort renewed can 

o so for up to 
two years. 

They can renew 
their passport two 
years after the ex- 
piration of the 
passport whereas 
earlier it used to 
take an hour to do 
sO. 

Applicants can 
visit the federal 
passport website 
a ‘ 
canada.ca/pass- 

ort for more in- 
ormation. 


Between WE and PM Trudeau - What’s The Scandal? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Saving Face vs Los- 
ing Face 


By: Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The death sentence 
is apolitical, even if 
as per Chinese crim- 
inal law. The mes- 
sage being sent here 
is, "Canada is a rule- 
of-law country? 
Well, us too!" 


The Chinese gov- 
ernment didn't pluck 
this Schellenberg, 
who is a convicted 
drug dealer’ in 
Canada as well, out 
of nowhere to be 
used as a bargaining 
chip. Schellenberg 
appealed his original 
15-year — sentence 
himself. It just hap- 
pened to coincide 
with the current 
diplomatic dispute, 
so horrible timing 
for him. 


Trudeau's com- 
ments about "arbi- 
trariness" by the 
Chinese government 
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is all about domestic 
politics. He is under 
immense _ pressure 
from the opposition 
Conservatives, the 
press and_ public 
opinion not to ap- 
pear "weak on 
China," because of 
his minority govern- 
ment. He is also un- 
doubtedly under a 
lot of pressure from 
the Canadian "na- 
tional security" es- 
tablishment and 
their US overlords to 
obey Washington, or 
else. 


Trudeau really has 
no choice but to act 
tough. Otherwise, 
he'd be labelled as a 
Chinese stooge or 
something to that ef- 
fect. 


Everything 
Trudeau does makes 
sense in the context 
of domestic political 
chest-thumping, al- 
beit being counter- 
productive in the 
international con- 
text. Trudeau and 
everyone in the sys- 
tem is both con- 
strained and 
compelled by the 
rules of partisan pol- 
itics to behave like 
self-serving hyp- 
ocrites — they’d get 


eliminated if they 
didn't. 


On the other hand, 
our PM is a very 
sweet person; he was 
born with a silver 
spoon in his mouth. 
And he is the son of 
our late legendary 
former Prime Minis- 
ter, Pierre Elliot 
Trudeau. 


Our current PM is 
a former drama 
teacher. In the zeit- 
geist of the times and 
the premium we 
place on our so- 
called freedoms and 
liberties, politics 
around the world 
has itself become a 
drama. Therefore, he 
fits right in the pro- 
fession. 


Our PM's dancing 
skills par excellence; 
he showed his moves 
in India, as well as 
his moves with a lot 
of very questionable 
associations with the 
wrong people. He is 
particularly good at 
writing cheques for 
criminals. He is a 
man of the future. 


Another sae is 
that PM Trudeau 
does not understand 


China and the Chi- 
nese; nor in fact, the 
whole of Asia. Maybe 
he is not aware of the 
recent two execu- 
tions by Indonesia; it 
was all about drugs. 


He may not be 
aware of Singapore’s 
justice systems and 
punishments. 


Any person with a 
healthy brain knows 
China is exception- 
ally protective of its 
nation and its citi- 
zens. And a person 
dropping a full load 
of 220 Kg of drugs in 
China can only have 
a death wish in his 
mind. 


They have rebuilt a 
country brick by 
brick, only by hard 
work, not bombing, 
looting, colonizing. 
Hard work straight 
and straightforward; 
and their response to 
any potential threat 
or damage to their 
nation is No, No, not 
at all. 


The president is 
now Mr. Xi, and not 
the puppet last em- 
peror of China, Puyi. 


Who danced in the 
hands of foreigners. 
Also, China and the 
Chinese paid an 
enormous price to 
get rid of opium 
from that country. 
They lifted the coun- 
try out of ashes liter- 
ally. 


But China was also 
perceived as weak, 
helpless and a nation 
of opium addicts. It 
is now anew dawn in 
that country. And re- 
member, China has 
faced, "Hundred 
years of humilia- 
tion." 


Remember, Japan, 
China, and Singa- 
pore are almost a 
crime-free society, 
and the savings to 
fund the fight 
against the menace 
of street drugs are 
going on apace 
throughout this re- 
gion. 


China's deteriorat- 
ing relations with 
Canada have been 
well documented. 
The Chinese com- 
pany was Huawei. F. 
Meng Wenzhou was 
needed by the 
United States to 
break sanctions on 


Iran. Canada ar- 
rested her at Van- 
couver Airport in 
2018. From then on, 
relations between 
the two countries 
began to sour. 


There, China retal- 
iated by arresting 
former Canadian 
diplomat Michael 
Kovrig, and _busi- 
nessman Michael 
Spavor in China, on 
December 10, 2018, 
on espionage 
charges. China fur- 
ther filed a charge 
sheet against the two 
last month, and 
under Chinese law, it 
is almost impossible 
for the accused to es- 
cape after the charge 
sheet is filed. The sit- 
uation now is that 
China is taking sig- 
nificant action 
against one or an- 
other Canadian citi- 
zen. Last week 
China’s court sen- 
tenced two of the 
Canadian citizens to 
death for drug traf- 
ficking. 


This is not the first 
time China has sen- 
tenced a Canadian to 
death, but two Cana- 
dians were sen- 
tenced to death for 


Brampton tax preparer sentenced after donation scheme 


by Alex Gregory 


Partnering to 
build a more con- 
nected, sustainable 
Brampton 


City secures over 
$45.3 million in- 
vestment from 
Federal Govern- 
ment and _ over 
$37.8 million from 
Provincial Govern- 
ment in_ public 
transit infrastruc- 
ture funding 


BRAMPTON, ON 
(July 28, 2020) — 
Today, Mayor 
Patrick Brown and 
City Council wel- 
comed a significant 
investment from 


the Government of 
Canada and Gov- 
ernment of Ontario 
that will directly 
support public 
transit infrastruc- 
ture in Brampton. 


The Honourable 
Catherine 
McKenna, Minister 
of Infrastructure 
and Communities, 
announced The 
Government of 
Canada’s __invest- 
ment of over $45.3 
million in four 
projects through 
the Public Transit 
Infrastructure 
Stream (PTIS). 


Following Minis- 
ter McKenna’s an- 
nouncement, the 
Honourable Prab- 
meet Singh 
Sarkaria, Associate 
Minister of Small 
Business and Red 
Tape Reduction, 
and Member of 
Provincial Parlia- 
ment for Brampton 
South, on behalf of 
the Honourable 
Laurie Scott, On- 
tario’s Minister of 
Infrastructure, an- 
nounced the Gov- 
ernment of Ontario 
is contributing 
more than $37.8 
million to the pub- 
lic transit infra- 


structure projects. 


The City of 
Brampton is con- 
tributing over 
$30.2 million; all 
jointly through the 
Investing in 
Canada infrastruc- 
ture plan. 


The four projects 
include: 


2020-2021 Re- 
placement Buses: 
Purchase of 32 
conventional buses 
to maintain exist- 
ing service levels 
and replace the re- 
tiring fleet. 

Federal funding: 


—o- 


$9,132,000 
Provincial fund- 
ing: $7,609,239 
Municipal fund- 
ing: $6,088,761 
2020-2024 Bus 
Refurbishments: 
Refurbishment of 
300 conventional 
buses, including 
the repair and re- 
placement of major 
components such 
as engines, suspen- 
sions and brakes. 
Federal funding: 
$22,243,218 
Provincial fund- 
ing: $18,534,161 
Municipal fund- 
ing: $14,830,666 
Replacement of 
on-board cameras 


and digital video 
recorders: Adding 
newer technologies 
on the entire bus 
fleet. 
Federal funding: 
$2,000,000 
Provincial fund- 
ing: $1,666,500 
Municipal fund- 
ing: $1,333,500 
Downtown Tran- 
sit Mobility Hub: A 
new transit hub 
that will increase 
the number of bus 
bays, allowing for 
more service, new 
bus canopies, wait- 
ing area, conces- 
sions and include 
the requirements 
to upgrade the hub 
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Peel Matters -.A “Tree-mendous” Climate Change March 


by Catherine Soplet 


Friday, July 17, 
marks the 100th 


“Friday for Future” 
climate strike 
march, initiated 


and inspired by 
Swede teen envi- 
ronmentalist Greta 
Thunberg. 

This fakes place 
in the same week 
that Mississauga 
was recognized as a 
Tree City of the 
World by Arbor 
Day Foundation 
and the United Na- 
tions Food and 
Agriculture Organ- 
ization. 

“As the preferred 
school yard tree 
planting agency for 
City of Mississauga 
- One Million Trees 
program, ACER 
Canada is thrilled 
with this recogni- 
tion,” says Alice 
Cassleman, the 
founder and presi- 
dent of environ- 
mental research 
charity ACER 
Canada. 

The international 
effort recognizes 
municipalities 
committed to en- 
suring that their 
urban forests and 
trees are properly 
maintained, sus- 
tainably managed, 


and duly _ cele- 
brated. 

ACER has more 
in store. 

Just ten months 
earlier, on Sep. 20, 
2019 the largest 
Climate Strike 
march to date her- 
alded Thunberg’s 
arrival in New York 
City, a cross-At- 
lantic crusade to 
attend the inaugu- 
ral Youth Forum 
convened by the 
United Nations. 
Globally , four mil- 
lion people joined 
in the march. 

That day, in Sep- 
tember, in con- 
junction with 
Thunberg’s call to 
action to plant 
trees for the 
Earth’s health, 
ACER Canada an- 
nounced its intent 
to organize com- 
munity plantings 
of trees for climate 
change research in 
low-canopy, low- 
income targets in 
Peel Region. 

Throughout the 
fall of 2019, diverse 
community 
groups, agencies, 
forestry and con- 
servation experts 
met to confirm 
their work on data- 


based vulnerable 
population maps. 

ACER Canada 
aims to scale up 
delivery of its com- 
munity tree plant- 
ings in these 
identified low tree- 
canopy areas in 
Peel Region. While 
in pandemic lock- 
down on Mar. 30, 
Arbor Day Founda- 
tion awarded 
ACER funding of 
1,500 tree speci- 
mens in Bramalea 
SNAP (Sustainable 
Neighbourhood 
Action Plan) areas. 

In a proposal for 
federlninding en- 
titled “Project 
Crossroads: Plant- 
ing for Change,” 
ACER said it would 
seek to promote 
the planting of na- 
tive tree specimen 
suites that meet in- 
ternational stan- 
dards. 

The data col- 
lected in the study 
is shared to con- 
tribute to interna- 
tional research on 
local impacts of cli- 
mate change. 

In Dec. 2019, City 
of Mississauga 
staff studied cli- 
mate change maps 
to understand 


“heat islands,” 
areas that have the 
highest concentra- 
tions of residents, 
to see if they could 
draw conclusions 
from the data. 
Coincident with 
the social unrest 
caused by anti- 
Black racism in 
Peel, the map was 
included in a pres- 
entation made to 
Peel District 
School Board. 
From Mar. - July, 
during the COVID- 
19 lockdown, pre- 
liminary Peel 
Region health data 
showed that the 
population density 
for COVID infec- 
tion and fatality co- 
incided with the 


identified heat is- 
lands. 

For future health, 
ACER suggests we 
can positively im- 
pact the lives of 
residents by plant- 
ing cooling shade 
trees with and for 
the vulnerable peo- 
ple who need to 
have it the most — 
those living in 
these heat islands. 

ACER Canada 
wants to join with 
Mississauga Arts 
Council, Missis- 
sauga Writers 
Group, Heritage 
Mississauga and 
Peel Weekly News 
to capture the sto- 
ries of lockdown, 
reopening and re- 
covery from people 


of every age, every 
background, and 
every means. 

ACER invites all 
people and _like- 
minded associa- 
tions in 
Mississauga to par- 
ticipate. 

By capturing Mis- 
sissauga stories 
now, as we build 
shared safe public 
spaces for the fu- 
ture, we can pass 
our collective expe- 
rience forward be- 
tween the 
generations. 

Find out more 
about ACER and 
the Project Cross- 
roads by visiting 
bit.ly/Project- 
Crossroads_Pro- 
file_Jan-2020. 


Peel Matters: Planting trees now and for tomorrow 


by Catherine Soplet 
‘A popular Chinese pro 
says: “The best time to pl 


not-for- tion, 


ing t 
landit 


30 to http://www.acer-acre.ca for more information . 


planted more than 20 years 
ago. 


fait ied. 'propert 
of conservancy lands. 
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‘Ahead of the cur 
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GTAA sheds 27 per cent of workforce as restrictions ease 


Region of Peel — 
The Special Inves- 
tigations Unit 
(SIU) has charged 
a former Peel Re- 
gional Police offi- 
cer regarding a 
shooting incident 
that occurred in 
the City of Missis- 
sauga. 


On May 10, 
2020, officers 
were conducting 
an investigating 
and attended a 
residence on Led- 
bury Crescent at 
approximately 
10:00 p.m. While 
at the location, an 


interaction oc- 
curred between 
the occupants and 
the officers, which 
resulted in the 
discharge of a 
Conducted Energy 
Weapon and a po- 
lice firearm. A 34- 
year-old woman 
was injured and 
received medical 
attention at a hos- 
pital. 


As a result, Va- 
lerie Briffa, a 30- 
year-old woman 
was charged by 
the Special Inves- 
tigations Unit 
with Careless use 


of a Firearm, 
Criminal Negli- 
gence Causing 
Bodily Harm and 
Assault with a 
Weapon. She is 
scheduled to at- 
tend the Ontario 
Court of Justice in 
Brampton, on Au- 
gust 4, 2020. 


Valerie _Briffa, 
who was a proba- 
tionary constable, 
resigned from the 
Peel Regional Po- 
lice effective June 
29, 2020. 


We have been 
asking the SIU for 


more timely in- 
vestigations and 
appreciate _ that 
this investigation 
has been resolved 
quickly. 


—o- 
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Physician picks up top medical association leadership award 


William Osler 
Health System 
(Osler) palliative 
care physician, Dr. 
Nahee Dosani, 
has been named a 
recipient of the 
Canadian Medical 
Association’s 
(CMA) 2020 
Award for Young 
Leaders in the 
early career cate- 


gory. 

The award recog- 
nizes early career 
physicians who 
have demonstrated 
exemplary dedica- 
tion, commitment 
and leadership in 
one of the follow- 
ing areas: political, 
clinical, educa- 
tional, or research 
and community 
service. 

In a_ statement 
Tuesday, the 
health system said 


Dosani had _re- 
ceived the award 
for his leadership 
and initiative in 
developing innova- 
tive programs that 
improve palliative 
care for people 
who are experienc- 
ing homelessness. 

"Dr, Dosani’s 
commitment to 
serving the most 
vulnerable in our 
community is in- 
spirational and it is 
truly a pleasure to 
see that he has 
been recognized by 
the Canadian Med- 
ical Association for 
his___ leadership,” 
said Osler CEO 
and president Dr. 
Naveed Moham- 
mad. “We applaud 
his ingenuity and 
passion for equi- 
table health care 
delivery and look 


forward to seeing 
what lies ahead for 
him.” 

In 2014, Dosani 
joined Osler’s pal- 
liative care team 
and also launched 
Palliative Educa- 
tion and Care for 
the Homeless 
(PEACH) -— a pro- 
gram based out of 
Toronto’s Inner 
City Health Associ- 
ates (ICHA) that 
delivers commu- 
nity-based hospice 
palliative care to 
society's most vul- 
nerable individuals 
at shelters and on 
the streets. 

PEACH has since 
provided care to 
hundreds and the 
model has been 
adapted and im- 
plemented in many 
communities 
across Canada, the 


United States of 
America and Aus- 
tralia. 

Dosani has been 
instrumental in ad- 
vocating for pro- 
grams to support 
local palliative care 
needs. This in- 
cludes the creation 
of the Structurally 
Vulnerable Pallia- 
tive (SVP) Program 
at the Central West 
LHIN area, which 
is based on the 
PEACH care 
model. 

He also created 
an innovative pro- 
gram that couples 
the latest technol- 
ogy with compas- 
sionate care, to 
deliver virtual pal- 
liative care visits 
for people in the 


Region of Peel 
using smartphones 
and tablets. 


“We are proud to 
see Dr. Dosani rec- 
ognized for the 
many contribu- 
tions he has made 
to the community 
and the accom- 
plishments he has 
had so early in his 
career,” said Osler 
interim chief of 
staff Dr. David 
Borts, Interim 


Chief of Staff.“ 


Earlier this year, 
Dr. Dosani took on 
the role of Medical 
Director of the Re- 
gion of Peel's 
COVID-19 Home- 
less Response, mo- 
bilizing public 
health  interven- 
tions for people ex- 
periencing 
homelessness in 
the region. 


City puts stamp on downtown parkland expansion 


Mississauga _is 
moving forward 
with acquiring 
much-needed park- 
land in Cooksville 
(Ward 7) and in- 
creasing the total 
parkland in the 
Downtown Growth 
Area. 

The city an- 
nounced last week 
that it will be look- 
ing to acquire 31 
properties of inter- 
est as part of a 
downtown __park- 
land expansion, 
covering 25 acres of 
property between 
King Street East 
and the Hancock 
Woodlands. 

The _ properties 
chosen for purchase 
complement exist- 
ing trail systems 
and add to park- 
land in the 
Cooksville Creek 


area while remov- 
ing some residen- 
tial properties from 
the Cooksville 
Creek floodplain. 
“This is much- 
needed parkland 
for the residents of 
Cooksville. As the 
city grows and as 
Cooksville grows, 
green space will be- 
come more and 
more valuable, so I 
am very pleased we 
are able to add this 
green space to 
Cooksville,” said 
Ward 7 Councillor 
Dipika Damerla. 
“Adding in this 
green space will 
help this area of 
Cooksville  trans- 
form into a walka- 
ble and_ vibrant 
place that residents 
can enjoy. The land 
acquired for park- 
land purposes will 


be developed for 
public open space, 
tree plantings and a 
network of commu- 
nity trails.” 

In 2017, City staff 
were given the au- 
thority to negotiate 
with property own- 
ers who were will- 
ing to sell their 
property to the City 
based on fair mar- 
ket value as deter- 
mined by an 
accredited, inde- 
pendent appraiser. 

As a result of ne- 
baie tee the city 

as already pur- 
chased eleven prop- 
erties and entered 
into agreements to 
purchase an addi- 
tional four proper- 
ties, totaling 
approximately 
11.391 acres, said 
parks and forestry 
director Jodi Robil- 


los. 
“The newly ac- 
quired land will be 


used as parkland 
only,” said Robillos, 
who indicated that 
the city plans to de- 
sign and develop 
the new parkland 
pending further ac- 
quisitions and 
budget approvals. 


“Acquired proper- 
ties were purchased 
using funds from 
the Cash-in-lieu of 
Parkland Reserve — 
money that we col- 
lect from builders 
and developers for 
the specific purpose 
of acquiring park- 
land.” 

Over the next few 


months, demolition 
(taking down 
homes on the land) 
on these City-ac- 
quired properties 
will be taking place. 
A formal notice will 
be sent throughout 
the neighbourhood 
before any demoli- 
tion begins. 
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Feds invest $276 million for affordable housing in Peel 


by Alex Gregory 


Peel Region is 
set to receive a 
major funding 
boost to support 
affordable hous- 
ing, as the fed- 
eral government 
announced $276 
million in sup- 
port last week. 

The new fund- 
ing, which was 
announced 
through the re- 


gion’s Afford- 
able Housing 
Master Plan, 


aims to reduce 
the major back- 
log for tenants 
waiting for af- 
fordable hous- 
ing, via the 
construction of 
2,240 units and 
shelter beds 
within the next 
eight years. 
Calling it a 
“tremendous 
day” for the re- 
gion, municipal 
and federal rep- 
resentatives said 
the funding will 
make a large im- 
pact on making 


housing 
accessible and 
affordable for 
residents, espe- 
cially in_ the 
midst of a pan- 
demic. 

“The pandemic 
is reinforcing 
how critical af- 
fordable housing 
is to community 
wellbeing and 
resiliency,” said 
Peel Regional 
Chair Nando 
Iannicca, during 
the announce- 
ment, held at 
Peel Manor in 
Brampton’s 
north end. “We 
look forward to 
continuing to 
work with both 
our federal and 
provincial part- 
ners to increase 
urgently needed 
housing invest- 
ments in Peel.” 

The funds were 
provided 
through the fed- 
eral National 
Housing Co-In- 
vestment Fund, 


more 


and were billed 
as one of the 
largest housing 
investments 
ever made in the 
region. 

In total, Peel 
has received 
$672.8 million 
in funding for 
the Housing 
Master Plan, 
with the lion’s 
share of that 
funding coming 
from _ regional 
($335.3 million 


bs 


total) and fed- 
eral sources. 
The announce- 
ment followed a 
similar an- 
nouncement 
made last week 
by the province, 
which an- 
nounced $23.5 
million to build- 
ing 219 afford- 
able housing 
units in Missis- 
sauga’s south 
end, through de- 
velopments lo- 


cated near Port 
Credit. 

Last year, Peel, 
Regional Coun- 
cil endorsed a 
total of $1 bil- 
lion of funding 
to support de- 
velopment of 
new housing 
units on region- 
owned sites. 

“With these 
funds, the Re- 
gion will be able 
to continue 
building new af- 


GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 
and REGION OF PEEL 


PARTNERING TO 


DIMIMN AEFEADNADIC 


fordable housing 
in Brampton, 
Caledon and 
Mississauga,” 
said Iannicca. 

“Only with on- 
going partner- 
ships with the 
federal and 
provincial gov- 
ernments can we 
increase the 
supply of afford- 
able housing to 
meet the grow- 
ing needs in 
Peel.” 


Peel takes steps to change way mental health calls are handled 


Peel Region re- 
cently took signifi- 
cant steps to change 
the way mental 
health crisis 911 
calls are addressed 
in the community. 

Regional Council 
unanimously — en- 
dorsed a motion 
late last month that 
calls for a commu- 
nity-developed plan 
to put more Mobile 
Crisis Rapid Re- 
sponse Teams on 
Peel streets. 

Mobile Crisis 
Rapid Response 
Teams partner a 
crisis worker from 
Canadian Mental 
Health Association 
— Peel Dufferin 
with a_ specially 
trained Peel Re- 
gional Police officer 
to defuse and de-es- 


calate 911 calls for 
mental health 
crises. 

The motion also 
calls for advocacy to 
change the Provin- 
cial Mental Health 
Act to allow mental 
health services to 
lead crisis _re- 
sponses in urgent 
mental health situa- 
tions, where appro- 
priate. 

“People _experi- 
encing a mental 
health crisis need 
health care, but our 
system simply isn’t 
set up to deliver the 
help they need in 
those moments of 
desperation. It’s 
time to accelerate 
change,” said Re- 
gional Councillor 
Dipika Damerla, 
Vice-Chair of the 


Health Services 
committee who 
brought the motion 
to Council. 

Under current 
legislation, police 
are required to lead 
interventions for 
911 calls for mental 
health crises but ac- 
knowledge that 
mental health 
should not be a 
policing matter. 
Changes to legisla- 
tion to formally em- 
power mental 
health workers to 
lead during crises, 
when appropriate, 
puts health care for 
pepe at the fore- 
ront of response. 

Mental health and 
addictions are com- 
bined as one of 
three priorities of 
Peel’s 18-month-old 


Community Safety 
and Well-Being 
planning table 
(CSWB), a commit- 
tee of elected offi- 
cials, Region of 
Peel, police serv- 
ices, local munici- 
palities, education, 
health, and com- 
munity and social 
service providers. 
The Community 
Safety and Well- 
being planning 
table’s other two 
priorities are family 
violence and _ sys- 
temic discrimina- 
tion. All three 
priorities have been 
pressing needs in 
Peel during the 
pandemic. 
Chronic — under- 
funding of mental 
health and addic- 
tion supports has 


—o- 


left Peel residents 
with too few op- 
tions and long wait 
times for mental 
health services in 
the community. In 
2010, Peel children 
and youth seeking 
counselling and in- 
tensive treatments 
waited 737 days for 
service, the longest 
in the province. 
Today, Peel Re- 
gional Police re- 
spond to 16-17 
mental health inter- 
ventions every day. 

“For too long, 
chronic underfund- 
ing has tied the 
hands of our first 
responders as crisis 
calls increase. The 
Peel community is 
committed to get- 
ting our first re- 
sponders modern, 


health-first toolkits 
to better defuse and 
deescalate mental 
health emergencies, 
and ultimately pro- 
tect the well-being 
of residents in 
need,” said Re- 
gional Councillor 
Johanna Downey, 
Chair of the Health 
Services committee 
and a member of 
the Extended Lead- 
ership Table for 
Peel’s Community 
Safety and Well- 
being Plan. 

The details about 
the Community 
Safety and Well- 
Being plan for Peel 
will be shared with 
the community and 
Regional Council 
this fall. 
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PPE manufacturer announces major face shield donation 


In preparation 
for Canadian 
teachers return- 
ing to the class- 
room, Waterloo 
Region-based 
Personal Protec- 
tive Equipment 
(PPE) manufac- 
turer The Cana- 
dian Shield 
announced on 
July 29 that it 
would donate 
750,000 reusable 
face shields to 
provincial and 
territorial govern- 
ments across 


Canada. 

The value of the 
750,000 face 
shield donation is 
approximately 
$7.5-million. The 
face shields will 
be distributed by 
the public sector 
to protect teach- 
ers and educators 
from potential ex- 
posure to COVID- 
19 or other 
serious _ health 
risks, throughout 
Peel, Durham and 
other regions. 

Canada’s PPE 


supply will be put 
to the test in the 
fall, with hun- 
dreds of thou- 


sands of 


educators and 
students prepar- 
ing for a return to 
classrooms. 

While provinces 
and ___ territories 
across the coun- 
try are in the 
midst of deter- 
mining a viable 
model to facilitate 
a return to in- 
class instruction, 
The Canadian 


Shield said it re- 
mains committed 
to ensuring the 
protection of stu- 
dents and teach- 
ers during this 
pivotal transition. 
“We would not 
be where we are 
today if it weren’t 
for the help of 
school boards 
across Ontario 
and organizations 
across Canada, 
who helped us 3D 
print face shield 
components in 
our early days,” 
said The Cana- 
dian Shield Presi- 
dent Jeremy 
Hedges. “This is 
our way of giving 
back to the com- 
munity and sup- 
porting Canadian 
educators.” 
Founded by Ink- 
Smith, an educa- 
tional technology 
company special- 
izing in 21st cen- 
tury learning 
technologies, the 
company pivoted 
to produce PPE at 
the outset of the 


COVID-19 _ pan- 
demic and is now 
producing 
200,000 face 
shields per day. 
In addition to 
the 750,000 
shield donation, 
the company also 
said it would be 
launching a new 
line of kids’ face 
shields. 
Modelled after 
the original de- 
sign, the new kids 
face shield has 
been modified to 
fit children aged 
mA to 12 years 


old. 

The Canadian 
Shield began pro- 
ducing kids 
shields after re- 
ceiving feedback 
from customers 
seeking a suitable 
face shield option 


for children 
under 12 years of 
age. 

The company 


said last month 
that it is produc- 
ing one million 
surgical masks 
per week and an- 


ticipates hitting 
an annual quota 
of more than 300 
million masks. 

In the next few 
months, the com- 
pany will also 
begin manufac- 
turing isolation 
gowns, with an 
anticipated ca- 
pacity of six mil- 
lion gowns per 
year. 

“We have in- 
vested heavily in 
PPE manufactur- 
ing and_ estab- 
lished reliable 
supply chains 
across Canada to 
ensure our nation 
is self-sustaining 
and in a position 
to combat any fu- 


ture global health 
crisis,” said 
Hedges. 


“Our days of re- 
lying on_ global 
supply chains are 
over. We are 
proud to be part 
of what we see as 
a ‘Made in 
move- 
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Throughout the 
COVID-19 health 
emergency, busi- 
nesses across On- 
tario have had to 
endure a_ signifi- 
cant burden. 

Whether it was 
having to close 
their doors or stay- 
ing open as an es- 
sential workplace, 
retooling to pro- 
duce much needed 
equipment and 
supplies, or adapt- 
ing to meet the 
health and safety 
needs necessary for 
reopening, _ busi- 
ness owners have 
been ready and 
willing to do what’s 
necessary to stop 
the spread of 
COVID-19. 

This has not been 
an easy time for 
anyone, but small 
and medium busi- 
ness owners face a 
unique set of pres- 
sures. 

All levels of gov- 
ernment have 
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worked collabora- 
tively to support 
business owners 
and employees 
through joint ini- 
tiatives such as the 
ban on commercial 
evictions and the 
Canada Emergency 
Commercial Rent 
Assistance __ pro- 
gram, the Canada 
Emergency Wage 
Subsidy, and the 
Canada Emergency 
Response Benefit. 
Only with all lev- 
els of government 
working together 
with business own- 
ers and employees 
can we tackle the 
challenges facing 
our economy. 
Although the 
COVID crisis has 
evolved, we must 
remain vigilant, as 
the threat will be 
with us for some 
time to come. 
That’s why, dur- 
ing this month, I 
have been taking 
the time to thank 


—e— 


businesses across 
our community for 
doing their part in 
the fight against 
COVID-19, all the 
while continuing to 
provide made in 
Dufferin-Caledon 
solutions, products 
and services. To 
name just a few of 
the many exam- 
ples: 

- Garden Foods 
has helped Caledon 
Community Serv- 
ices for their food 
support programs. 

- The Nifty Nook 
Restaurant has 
stepped up to serve 
the community by 
feeding families in 
need in Dufferin 


County. 
- Lavender Blue 
Catering provided 


free, healthy meals 
to those in need in 
the community. 

- Dufferin Piece- 
makers Quilting 
Guild worked to 
provide homemade 
masks and gowns 
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Thanking Small Businesses in Dufferin-Caledon 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


to those who need 
these essential 
pieces of equip- 
ment. 

- Rural Rescue 
First Aid Trainin 
has both provide 
affordable personal 

protective equip- 
ment to those who 
need it, and has 
generously do- 
nated to local food 
banks. 

- Curry Mantra 
Indian Cuisine do- 
nated free meals to 
those in need and 
made generous do- 
nations to the Or- 
angeville Food 
Bank. 

- Palgrave Glass 
and Mirror pro- 
vided affordable 
glass to local busi- 
nesses needing to 
adjust to the new 
health and safety 
protocols. 

~ Déja vu Diner 
donated free meals 
to those in need in 
community. 

- Bolton Pizza 


Panini delivered 
pizzas to emer- 
gency medical per- 
sonnel. 

- Saunacore de- 
livered pizzas to 
front-line workers 
and vulnerable res- 
idents. 

- Orangeville 
Urgent Care Phar- 


masave has do- 
nated personal 
protective equip- 


ment to Headwa- 
ters Health Care 
Centre. 

- Triple M Tool 
& Mfg Ltd has do- 
nated personal 
protective equip- 
ment to Headwa- 
ters Health Care 
Centre. 

- 10 & 10 Gar- 
den Centre do- 
nated $25,000 to 
multiple charities 
in community. 

- Flato Develop- 
ments Inc provided 
personal protective 
equipment to 
Headwaters Health 
Care Centre and 


Choices Youth 
Shelter in Or- 
angeville, as well as 
Shelburne Long 
Term Care and 
Dufferin Oakes in 
Shelburne. 

We_ know that 
there are many 
more _ businesses 
and individuals 
that have  sup- 
ported our commu- 
nity, and my team 
and I are on the 
lookout to high- 
light these commu- 
nity-minded 
initiatives. 

If you, or some- 
one you know, is a 
business owner or 
an individual serv- 
ing the community 
during these chal- 
lenging times, I’d 
like to hear from 
you. 

Contact my office 
at 1-800-265-1603 
or by email at 
sylvia.jonesco@pc. 
ola.org. 


New student spaces to be built in 
Shelburne via provincial funding 


Last week, the 
province an- 
nounced that it 
would invest over 
$500 million to 
build 30 new 
schools and make 
upgrades to 15 ex- 
isting facilities. 

The province has 
given the Upper 
Grand District 
School Board 
(UGDSB) approval 
for an addition to 
Hyland Heights El- 
ementary School. 
The investment will 
provide a_ new, 
quality learning en- 
vironment for the 
students of Shel- 
burne. 

The project is part 
of the province’s 
capital investment 
program to support 
students with bet- 
ter learning spaces. 

“The funding for 
this addition to the 


Hyland Heights is 
great news for Shel- 
burne. As one of the 
province’s fastest 
growing communi- 
ties, creating new 
spaces in our 
schools to meet the 
growing need is im- 
portant,” said 
Sylvia Jones, MPP 
for Dufferin-Cale- 
don. 

“This investment 
will provide a qual- 
ity learning envi- 
ronment and new 
opportunities for 
students, teachers 
and staff at High- 
land Heights.” 

The province’s in- 
vestment in new 
and updated 
schools will create 
the foundation for a 
modern learning 
environment for 
hundreds of stu- 
dents across the 
province, said 


Jones, and _ is 
planned to generate 
nearly 900 new li- 
censed child-care 
spaces. 

“From moderniz- 
ing our curriculum 
to revitalizing our 
classrooms and 
their facilities, we 
are investing in our 
students and giving 
them every tool to 
achieve their full 
potential,” said Ed- 
ucation Minister 
Stephen Lecce. 
“Our financing of 
the addition to the 
Hyland Heights E]- 
ementary School 
further demon- 
strates our govern- 
ment’s historic 
investment in On- 
tario’s schools and 
our overall commit- 
ment to supporting 
our students and 
families.” 
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Province commits $300 million to safely reopen schools 


MPP Sylvia Jones 
announced last week 
that Dufferin-Cale- 
don students will re- 
turn to school this 
September, thanks to 
the province’s_ re- 
cently announced 
plan to safely reopen 
schools. 

This includes over 
$300 million in tar- 
geted and immediate 
investments that will 
maximize the safety 
and well-being of On- 
tario’s two million 
students. 

The government’s 
plan will prioritize the 
health and safety of 
students and staff and 
provide school boards 
with unprecedented 
resources and flexibil- 
ity, while accommo- 
dating regional 
differences in trends 
of key public health 
indicators. 

The plan was devel- 
oped in consultation 
with the Chief Med- 
ical Officer of Health, 
the COVID-19 Com- 
mand Table and pae- 
diatric experts. 

“The health and 
safety of students, ed- 
ucators and _ their 
families is a priority, 
but there’s no ques- 
tion that children and 
teens benefit tremen- 


dously from social in- 
teractions with their 
peers, and direct in- 
person contact with 
their teachers,” said 
Jones. 

“lm proud of our 
government for de- 
veloping a balanced 
plan — backed by 
medical advice — that 
will allow our kids to 
return to school 
safely.” 

Elementary schools 
(Kindergarten to 
Grade 8) will reopen 
province-wide, with 
in-class instruction 
five days a week. Sec- 
ondary schools in the 
Upper Grand District 
School board will re- 
open with a normal 
daily schedule, five 
days a week. 

High schools in the 
Peel District School 
Board and Dufferin 
Peel Catholic District 
School Board will 
have adapted part- 
time attendance with 
class cohorts of up to 
15 students alternat- 
ing between attend- 
ing in-person and 
online. 

Students from 
Grade 4-12 and 
school staff will be re- 
quired to wear masks, 
whereas students in 
the lower grades — 


masks are optional. 

Parents will con- 
tinue to have the op- 
tion to enroll their 
children in the online 
remote learning de- 
livery, giving parents 
the final determina- 
tion of what is best for 
their family. 

Based on the best 
medical advice avail- 
able, the province is 
implementing addi- 
tional public health 
protocols to keep stu- 
dents and staff safe 
when they return to 
school in September. 

To support the im- 
plementation of these 
protocols, the govern- 
ment is_ providing 
over $300 million in 
targeted, immediate, 
and evidence-in- 
formed investments, 
including: 

- $60 million in 
procurement of med- 
ical and cloth masks 
for students and staff, 
with direction to 
boards to ensure that 
students who cannot 
afford a mask are pro- 
vided one; 

- $30 million for 
teacher staffing to 
support supervision, 
keeping classes small 
and other safety re- 
lated measures; 

- $50 million to 


hire up to 500 addi- 
tional school-focused 
nurses in public 
health units to pro- 
vide rapid-response 
support to schools 
and boards in facili- 
tating public health 
and preventative 
measures, including 
screening, _ testing, 
tracing and mitiga- 
tion strategies; 

- Over $23 million 
to provide testing ca- 
pacity to help keep 
schools safe; 

- $75 million in 
funding to hire over 
900 additional custo- 
dians and purchase 
cleaning supplies for 
schools; 

- $40 million to 
clean school buses, to 
ensure that students 
are in a thoroughly 
cleaned transporta- 
tion environment; 

- $10 million for 
health and _= safety 
training for occa- 
sional teachers, who 
have historically not 
been covered by pro- 
fessional _develop- 
ment that is offered to 
permanent teachers; 

- $10 million to 
support special needs 
students in the class- 
room; and 

- $10 million to 
support student men- 


tal health 

This funding is in 
addition to a $25 mil- 
lion investment in 
mental health and 
technology, | which 
will see an additional 
$10 million dedicated 
to mental health staff, 
resources, and pro- 
grams, as well as $15 
million in technology 
funding to support 
the procurement of 
over 35,000 devices 
for Ontario’s students 
to support their syn- 
chronous learning in- 
school and beyond. 

“This plan reflects 
the best medical and 
scientific advice with 
a single aim: to keep 
your child safe,” said 
Stephen Lecce, Min- 
ister of Education. 
“While this plan will 
continue to evolve to 
respond to the chang- 
ing threat of COVID- 
19, we will remain 
constant and consis- 
tent in investing in 
the resources, 
staffing, and cleaning 
supports, and strict 
health and safety pro- 
tocols to keep our 
communities and our 
classrooms safe.” 

These decisions are 
adaptable to changing 
public health situa- 
tions and were based 


on the rigorous and 
data-informed guid- 
ance of leading med- 
ical, epidemiological, 
and paediatric leaders 
in the province, 
added Lecce. 

“The best available 
evidence tells us that 
kids need to get back 
to school. As we pre- 
pare for September, 
the health and safety 
of all students and 
staff is our number 
one priority,” Lecce 
said. “Our govern- 
ment is providing 
clear provincial direc- 
tion and guidance for 
the full, safe return of 
students and 

staff, with options 
for families. It allows 
us to adapt as needed, 
while keeping fami- 
lies, teachers, staff 
and the school com- 


muni well-in- 
formed.” 
The Ministry of Ed- 


ucation will continue 
working closely with 
public health and 
school boards to 
monitor and report 
on the health status of 
school communities, 
which is part of the 
government’s _out- 
break management 
plan. 
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by Surjit Singh Flora 


House prices and 
rents continue to rise 
in Canada, making 
buying a home, 
townhouse or condo 
no longer an easy 
task. 

The cost to own a 
home has been ris- 
ing steadily and rap- 
idly over the past 
many years. Canadi- 
ans are also increas- 
ingly burdened with 
mortgages, credit 
cards and other per- 
sonal debts. 

This phenomenon 


continues, even 
when there is not 
much life in the 
economy. 


The rise in house 
prices and rents is 
often higher than the 
growth of the Cana- 
dian economy 
(GDP). This increase 
is much higher than 
the country's infla- 
tion rate. 

Due to low-interest 
rates, people carry 
the burden of debt. 
Even a_ slight in- 
crease in interest 
rates would upset 
the balance of many. 

Even in the event 
of stagnation in the 
economy, many peo- 
ple's lives will be ru- 
ined. 


Even the slightest 
shock shakes the 
economy. Some- 
times, what happens 
in one country 
shakes the whole 
world economy. 

The 9/11 attacks in 
the United States 
also had a devastat- 
ing effect on the 
world economy. In 
2008, some US 
banks and other fi- 
nancial institutions 
(trusts, etc.) went 
bankrupt due to bad 
debts, which led to a 
deep recession all 
over the world, and 
Canada could not es- 
cape its ill effects 
even though the gov- 
ernment of the day It 
was handled well. 

Today, the Chi- 
nese-born Coron- 
avirus has reached 
some 50 countries 
around the world. In 
addition to China, 
Japan (Diamond 
Cruise Ship), South 
Korea, Iran and Italy 
are being severely af- 
fected, among many 
others. 

The virus can turn 
into a deadly epi- 
demic at any time. If 
that happened then, 
it would shake the 


world economy and 


COVID-19 
RELIEF 


affect every Cana- 
dian citizen. This will 
be a significant chal- 
lenge for Canada, 
which is already 
mired in $700 bil- 
lion in debt. 

Rising prices have 
made buying a 
home, townhouse or 
condo a dream for 
many Canadians. 
This has also become 
a major challenge for 
newcomers to the 
country and young 
people who want to 
make their home 
away from their par- 
ents. 

Buying a home is a 
long way off. Now it 
is challenging to rent 
a one-bedroom 
apartment. If you 
look at the statistics, 
the rent for a simple 
one-bedroom apart- 
ment in Toronto is 
$2,300 per month. 

The situation is 
similar in the cities 
around Toronto and 
Vancouver. Prices 
and fares have sky- 
rocketed even within 
a 200km radius of 
these metros. 

A female agent 
selling a house said 
during a show on a 
local radio station 
that she had excel- 


lent properties in a 
town called Barrie 
(north of Toronto), 
which could be 
rented out with a 
mortgage _install- 
ment and some sav- 
ings. 

She claimed that 
rents in Barrie had 
increased by 4.5 per 
cent in Jan. 2020 
and that rents were 
expected to rise. 

In Brampton, Mal- 
ton, Mississauga, 
Markham and other 
municipalities, the 
rent for a single mat- 
tress on the floor is 
now $400 _ per 
month. Many people 
are spending 50 to 
60 per cent of their 
earnings in rent or 
mortgage __ install- 
ments, while experts 


The bitter fruit of reckless immigration policies 


consider this rate to 
be safe below 30 to 
35 per cent. 

Those who spend 
50 to 60 per cent of 
their total income on 
accommodation can- 
not escape financial 
hardship. This is 
leading to depres- 
sion, crime and 
other social evils. 
Today it has become 
commonplace, and 


banks have deployed 
security guards. 
Brampton City 


Council is offering 
interest-free loans to 
people to build base- 
ment apartments. 
This will only make 
matters worse for 
the city, which has 
already suffered 
from overcrowding. 
Meanwhile, the 


Trudeau —s govern- 
ment is pushing for a 
mortgage stress test 
that will drive home 
prices higher. 

According to a sur- 
vey conducted in 
Brampton, four out 
of ten citizens feel 
that the quality of 
life in this city has 
deteriorated in the 
last three years. 

The Trudeau gov- 
ernment is bringing 
in many immigrants 
but is not doing any- 
thing to _ provide 
housing and other 
infrastructure. The 
skyrocketing house 
prices and rents are 
the bitter fruit of the 
Trudeau —- govern- 
ment's reckless im- 
migration policies. 
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UWGT nets $178k funding boost from city employees 


United Way of 
Greater Toronto re- 
ceived a major con- 
tribution from City 
of Mississauga em- 
ployees last week. 

The community 
provider received a 
$178,873.21 dona- 
tion from the city 
last week, raised 
from employees who 
banded together 
during their annual 
contribution cam- 
paign. In total, the 
city’s employee cam- 
paign has raised over 
$3.5 million to date. 

“Every year, our 
employees gener- 
ously give back and 
rally our wider com- 
munity to donate to 
the United Way to 
help improve the 
lives of people and 
families in need in 
our community,” 
said Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. 

“I am proud to lead 


a city that under- 
stands the impor- 
tance of supporting 
local organizations 
like the United Way 
of Greater Toronto. 
Given the tough cur- 
rent economic times 
many find them- 
selves in as a result 
of this pandemic, 
this money will go a 
long way to help 
their frontlines 
agencies reach those 
who need it most.” 

Throughout 2019, 
employees donated 
and raised money 
through fundraising 
initiatives including 
silent auctions, an 
internal pledge 
drive, paid dress- 
down days, bake 
sales and numerous 
other departmental 
events. 

These events rep- 
resent employee 
dedication to this 
local cause. Many 


participated and vol- 
unteered as United 
Way ambassadors, 
motivating and en- 
couraging staff to 
participate in 
fundraising events 
across the organiza- 
tion. 

“It is important to 
remember that every 
contribution counts. 
When we put all of 
our donations to- 
gether as an organi- 
zation, we can make 
a big impact to our 
community,” said 
Paul Mitcham, City 
Manager and Chief 
Administrative Offi- 
cer. “The United 
Way continues to 
bring our organiza- 
tion together. It 
takes all of us work- 
ing together to make 
change and create 


opportunities for 
everyone in our 
community.” 


Working together to stop human trafficking 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


As Canada recog- 
nized the World Day 
Against Trafficking in 
Persons on July 30, I 
would like to reflect in 
particular on the ben- 
efits we have achieved 
as a country in reduc- 
ing the trafficking of 
children. 

In Canada, human 
trafficking often oc- 
curs in large urban 
centers, but in 
smaller cities and 
communities, mainly 
for the purpose of 
sexual exploitation. 

We know that al- 
though women repre- 
sent the majority of 
victims in Canada, 
men, women and 
children are the vic- 
tims of this crime. 

More _ generally, 
those who may be at 
risk include those 
who are socially or 
economically disad- 
vantaged, such as in- 
digenous women, 
youth and children, 
immigrants and new 
immigrants, young 
people out of control, 
children under pro- 
tection, and girls and 
Women. They may be 
lured to large urban 
centers, or voluntarily 


relocate there. 

Sometimes, young 
women are recruited 
by young male mem- 
bers of street gangs, 
and they use the 
promise of love as a 
tool to recruit them. 

Human trafficking 
is one of the fastest- 
growing crimes in the 
world. In Ontario, 
most of the reported 
cases involving sexual 
exploitation, which 
may also be called sex 
trafficking. Young 
women and girls are 
especially at risk, al- 
though boys, men 
and people identified 
as 2SLGBTQ+ have 
also become targets. 

The average age of 
recruitment into sex 
trafficking is 13 years 
old. 

Over 70 per cent of 
human _ trafficking 
victims identified by 
police are under the 
age of 25. 

Approximately two- 
thirds of police-re- 
ported human 
trafficking cases in 
Canada occur in On- 
tario. 

In Ontario, Family 
Services of Peel Re- 
gion says human traf- 


ficking is still preva- 
lent in cities such as 
Mississauga, Bramp- 
ton and Caledon, at a 
rate of 1.14 per 
100,000 people. 

In Ontario, 70 per 
cent of cases reported 
human _ trafficking 
were for sexual ex- 
ploitation. And 62 per 
cent of Canadian 
human _ trafficking 
cases originate in the 
GTA. The average age 
of victims 12 to 24 
years old. 63 per cent 
of victims trafficked 
in Ontario are Cana- 
dian citizens. 

In many developing 
countries, child traf- 
ficking has often been 
done through care 
systems making the 
crime difficult to no- 
tice by law enforce- 
ment officers. 

Often, perpetrators 
use and have the 
kindest language to 
cover what they are 
doing and to induce 
and recruit many into 
their systems. 

Indeed, some inno- 
cent military officers 
provide them with 
convenience, without 
knowing that they 
contribute to evil and 


crimes against hu- 
manity. 

They passed away 
as philanthropists 
and religious lovers. 
Others become the 
most caring people in 
our society. But be- 
hind the veil, the 
most serious crimes 
are against innocent 
children. 

Another challenge 
is closely related to 
this. Because they 
seem to care and love 
disadvantaged chil- 
dren, the perpetrators 
can easily attract a 
large number of inno- 
cent fans to harass 
and intimidate those 
who can see through 


the deception. 
In some countries, 
the people who 


caused the warning, 
mostly professionals 
in the medical field, 
judicial and social 
work, were framed or 
fired to avoid cartel 
obstruction. 

Initially, the perpe- 
trators started with 
what is often referred 
to as "abandoned ba- 
bies"; in some cases, 
these babies were just 
stolen children. 


The term "aban- 


—o- 


doned baby" is 
mainly for conven- 
ience. 

Maybe we should 
ask ourselves where 
all these "abandoned" 
children come from. 
These missing chil- 
dren are more of the 
missing — children; 
their families cannot 
track them, while oth- 
ers are stolen in the 
hospital or lured to 
their homes or 
schools. 

These children were 
subsequently re- 
ported to law enforce- 
ment officers, 
abandoned and taken 
home for care. Unfor- 
tunately, in some 
nursing homes, dirty 
trafficking activities 
were planned and ex- 
ecuted. 

But why are chil- 
dren from emerging 
countries promised to 
ascend to a better life 
in their new homes, 
while some of these 
countries cannot tol- 
erate people of differ- 
ent races born there? 

As we in Canada 
celebrate the prohibi- 
tion of human traf- 
ficking, please don't 
forget that our laws 


and policies should 
always be in the best 
interests of children. 

Let us never forget 
that every child has 
the right to freedom 
and enjoy life. The 
right of every child to 
be raised by his par- 
ents is a basic human 
right. 

It is the responsibil- 
ity of every country to 
ensure that children 
enjoy these rights. All 
laws, including the 
Canadian Constitu- 
tion, protect these 
rights. 

To address the 
growing problem of 
sexual exploitation of 
children in the 
province, Ontario has 
indicated it will invest 
$307 million Cana- 
dian dollars from 
2020 to 2025 to de- 
velop a new anti-traf- 
ficking strategy. 

The Ontario plan is 
Canada's largest total 
investment in sup- 
port and services ded- 
icated to combating 
human trafficking. 

However, a lot of 
work still needs to be 
done to protect our 
citizens and our chil- 
dren. 
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OHL Announces Return to Play Plans 


Fans of local 
hockey will be 
glad to hear that 
regular games 
will return before 
the end of the 
year. 

The Ontario 
Hockey League 
announced last 
week that it is 
planning to re- 
turn to play on 
Dec. 1, subject to 
ensuring that the 
players, fans, staff 
and community 
are able to play 
and attend games 
safely. 

Over the next 
four months, the 
League said it will 
continue to work 
with government 
and health agen- 
cies to finalize 
outstanding _is- 
sues such as safe 


attendance at 
venues and cross 
border travel for 
teams and play- 
ers. 

“We are looking 
forward to getting 
back to playing 
hockey, but are 
committed to en- 
suring that we do 
so in a manner 
that is safe and 
healthy for our 
players, officials, 
families, billets, 
teams, staff, fans 
and the commu- 
nity,” said OHL 
Commissioner 
David Branch. 

“Players will re- 
main at home 
until the season 
resumes and 
teams will work 
closely with them 
on both their aca- 
demic studies 


and overseeing 
their on and off- 
ice development. 
In addition, the 
League will liaise 
with our facilities 
to ensure that our 
venues are safe 
for our return to 


play.” 


The season will 
include a 64- 
game schedule 
and a 16-team 
playoff format. 
The regular sea- 
son is scheduled 
to end on Thurs- 
day, Apr. 29, 
2021. 
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The 102nd Me- 
morial Cup is 
scheduled to be 
played June 17- 
27, 2021 and will 
be hosted by ei- 
ther the Oshawa 
Generals or Soo 
Greyhounds. 

The Ontario 


Hockey League 
represents 60 
teams in nine 
Canadian 
provinces and 
four American 
states, including 
the Mississauga 
Steelheads. 


Dixie 407 Sports Park renamed to honour Emancipation Month 


City councillors, 
senior advisors and 
community repre- 
sentatives came to- 
gether Wednesday 
afternoon to unveil 
the new sign to com- 
memorate the re- 
naming of a 
Brampton sports 
park. 

On July 8, Bramp- 
ton City Council 
unanimously passed 
a motion to rename 
Dixie 407 Sports 
Park to Emancipa- 
tion Park in honour 
of the abolition of 
slavery. 

The park, located 
south of Highway 
407 in Ward 7, was 
constructed in 2004 
and includes minor 
and major soccer 
pitches, and cricket 
grounds. 

The motion was 
conceived by City 


Councillor Char- 
maine Williams, and 
endorsed by all 
members of Council. 
This year, Aug. 1 is 
proclaimed as Eman- 
cipation Day, and 
August is proclaimed 
as Emancipation 
Month in Brampton. 

“I was proud to 
move the motion to 
create a recognition 
of Emancipation in 
Oct. 2019. The recent 
events that have ele- 
vated our under- 
standing of 
anti-Black racism 
could not have been 
foreseen when I 
brought this initia- 
tive forward,” said 
Williams. “I look for- 
ward to seeing more 
initiatives that in- 
crease our historical 
understanding of the 
roots of anti Black 
racism as we work to 


tear down the barri- 
ers that hold back 
human potential.” 
Aug. 1 was Emanci- 
pation Day, which 
was acknowledged 
through Emancipa- 


tion Month in 
Brampton, featuring 
online events dedi- 
cated to highlighting 
the history of slavery 
and emancipation in 
Canada. 


“Here in Brampton, 
honouring Emanci- 
pation Month and 
naming a City park 
Emancipation Park is 
a powerful way for us 
to acknowledge the 


BR AM PT ON 


past and reiterate 
that we stand with 
Brampton’s Black 
community,” said 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown. 
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Blues and jazz fest moves online for 22nd year 


by Alex Gregory 


If you build it - 
or rather, if you 
host it, they will 
come. 

Mississauga’s 
biggest blues and 
jazz festival is tak- 
ing a_ different 
path this year, 
opting for an on- 
line celebration 
with a star-stud- 
ded lineup of local 
and international 
bands. 

“Tf our fans can’t 
come to us this 
September, then 
well go to them,” 


Southside 
Shuffle event 
chair Kristine 
Kane last week, 
while debuting the 
festival’s 2020 
lineup. “Our team 
was. determined 
that a hiatus for 
our 22nd anniver- 
sary was not an 
option, and a vir- 
tual festival was 
the best alterna- 
tive to keep our 
dedicated fans 
“Shuffling-On” in 
2020.” 

Planned for Sep. 


said 


10 - 13, the festival 
will host a wide 
selection of free 
entertainment 
that will stream 
on multiple social 
media platforms, 
with ceremonies, 
highlights from 
the annual “Street 
Shuffle” celebra- 
tion that travels 
down’ Lakeshore 
Road in Port 
Credit, artist trib- 
utes, a virtual 
“Mississauga 
Music Walk of 
Fame Induction 


Ceremony” hon- 
ouring famed jazz 
legend Oscar Pe- 
terson, and much 
more. 

The event, pro- 
duced by Metal- 
works Studios in 
Mississauga, has 
utilized —profes- 
sional teams to 
produce a wide as- 
sortment of con- 
tent that appeals 
to all ages, while 


respecting social 
distancing rules 
throughout the 
recording ses- 


sions, said Kane. 
This year’s 
lineup includes an 
“all-star cast” of 
talent, including 
event mainstays 
like the Downchil 
Blues Band, Lance 
and the Mark 
LaForme Band, 
along with inter- 
national stars 
such as Finnish 
blues sensation 
Erja__Lyytennin, 
who kicks off the 
festivities on 
Thursday, Sep. 10 
at 8 p.m. on the 
Shuffle’s — official 
Facebook page. 
Special features 
this year include a 
tribute to Stan 
Street, the official 
artist for the Shuf- 
fle, an in-depth 
look at Port 
Credit, the village 
that hosts the 
Shuffle each year, 
and __shighlights 
from past Street 
Shuffle events. 
The Mississauga 


Music Walk of 
Fame induction 
ceremony honour- 


ing Peterson and 
recognizing past 
inductees will be 
hosted on Sep. 13, 
with the festival 
concluding with a 


performance from 
Downchild Sun- 
day evening. 

As a non-profit 
organization, the 
Shuffle relies on 
the generosity of 
sponsors, granting 
bodies & volun- 
teers to ensure the 
festival is a suc- 
cess, and they are 
grateful for their 
continued — sup- 
port, said Kane. 

Several _spon- 
sors, including 
Rabba Fine Foods, 
Port Credit BIA, 
Hampton Capital 
Group, Edenshaw 
Developments, 
Humberview 
Buick, Moose- 
head, Centre City 
Capital, Santa 
Carolina Wines 
and local bars and 
restaurants were 
not able to partic- 
ipate this year, but 
will be returning 
for 2021, Kane in- 
dicated. 

For more infor- 
mation or _ to 
watch the event, 
visit the official 
site (south- 
sideshuffle.ca) or 
Facebook page for 
updates. 


New arts and culture supervisor appointed at Brampton gallery 


Peel Art 
Gallery, Mu- 
seum and 
Archives has 
tapped Michelle 


Gewurtz to be 
its new Super- 
visor of Arts 
and Culture. 

The Brampton 
gallery an- 
nounced 
Wednesday 
that Gewurtz, 
who was most 


recently the 
Senior Curator 
at the Ottawa 
Art Gallery, will 
begin her new 
role Monday. 

“We are 
thrilled to wel- 
come Michelle 
to the PAMA 


team aS we 
move’ forward 
demonstrating 


change for the 
future and 


striving to em- 
brace our com- 
munities using 
an authentic 
voice,” said 
PAMA commu- 
nity and cul- 
tw Ff a 

engagement 
manager Rene 


N and. 
“Michelle 
brings 


a 
plethora of arts 
and culture ex- 


perience — that 
will lead our cu- 
ratorial team to 
continue to 
produce exhibi- 
tion’s that res- 
onate with our 
community and 
connect to rele- 
vant themes 
and issues that 
matter to Peel 
residents 
today.” 
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Benefits: 
e Develop references for future career, 
e Learn to write resumes and develop 
interviewing skills, 

e Actionable leadership/mentoring skills,, 
e Develop confidence, critical thinking & 
problem solving skills etc), 

e Enhanced digital literacy - create 
website/apps and robotic mechanisms, 
e Develop administrative skills, 
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by Elizabeth Banfalvi 

The pandemic ence.” -Christine 
has taken atoll on Rose Elle 
all of us, but there So many new 
is one thing that it projects have 


has developed - 
kindness between 
people and 
strangers. 
“Kindness begins 
with the under- 
standing that we 
all struggle.” - 
Charles Glassman 
All of us_ has 
struggled with our 
own personal 
problems so in 
that we are all the 
same. Some have 
lost their jobs or 
had them totally 


changed. Some 
have lost their 
homes or have 


been forced to sell. 
Some have lost 
loved ones and 
been forced to not 
be able to see them 
in their last mo- 
ments. So much 
struggle for all of 
us. 
“Sharing empa- 
thy is one of the 


most wonderful 
aspects of the 
human experi- 


opened up to let 
people know they 
are all together in 
this. Neighbours, 
front-line workers 
and families have 
re-acquainted 
themselves with 
each other. 

They were always 
there, but now we 
are acknowledging 
them. Famous and 
not so famous peo- 
ple have stepped 
up and made an 
impact on us by 
what they 
doing. 
meetings have be- 
come the popular 
venue to keep our- 
selves in contact 
with each other. 

“Friendship 
marks a life even 
more deeply than 
love; friendship is 
never anything 
but sharing.” -Elie 
Wiesel 

Friends have 
been our godsend. 
Relationships have 


—e— 


either — strength- 
ened or broken 
down. We _ have 


looked at that per- 
son who is a con- 
stant in our lives 
and seen them 
with open eyes. 
Some of them have 
been acknowl- 
edged for how im- 
portant they are in 
our lives and some 
how they no longer 
fit. So many mar- 
riages will break 
down now and that 
is so sad. The one 
point we should be 
looking at is the 
co-joining of peo- 
ple at this time but 
it isn’t to be. 

We should all be 
first and foremost 
friends, no matter 
what type of rela- 
tionship we are in. 

“Kind words can 
be short and easy 
to speak, but their 
echoes are truly 
endless.” -Mother 
Theresa 

What I see now is 
the kindness we 
are showing to 
each other by ac- 


friends, 
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knowledging each 
other. A smile 
even behind a 
mask can be felt. 
The person who 
waits on you or 
checks you out has 
shown their im- 
portance, and now 
I find it is so eas 
to interact wit 
them even behind 


the plastic shields 
that have been 
added to their 
post. 

When I walk 
along the path, we 


acknowledge each 
other and we step 
aside if needed for 
spacing and we do 
it with a smile and 
a hello. We ac- 
knowledge each 
other. 

“Self-love is not 
selfish. It is gener- 
ous, creating an 
overflow of love 
that spills out 
around you, 
touching family, 
and 
strangers. Loving 
yourself gives you 
more love _ to 
share.” -Troy L. 


Love 

We have started 
to understand our- 
selves differently. 
How can we show 
kindness to others 
and not to our- 
selves? 

We need to start 
with ourselves and 
learn to acknowl- 
edge who and what 
we are. We need 
to learn to love 
ourselves and be 
kind to the one 
person we will live 
with all of our life 
— you! Fill our cup 
so we have more 
for others. Be gen- 
erous to ourselves 
so that we can be 
generous to oth- 
ers. Our feelings 
are the same when 
hurt as everyone 
else in the world — 
we are no differ- 
ent. 

“A candle loses 
nothing by light- 
ing another can- 
dle.” -James Keller 

It is true. Giving 
to others and our- 
selves doesn’t 
lessen us -— _ it 


THE ANNUAL FLAGHSHIP EVENT OF: 
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arts 


teaches us. The 
more we know we 
can give, the better 
we have to give. 
Our oceans don’t 
empty when there 
is no rain — it flows 
from one to the 
other. We are like 
those oceans. Our 
richness is within 


us. 

“A kind word is 
like a spring day.” 
-Russian Proverb 

It is true. Use 
kindness and it 
opens not only you 
up but others like 
a beautiful spring 
day. The breeze is 
cooler and fresher 
and the flowers are 
sprouting. 

Spring is our sea- 
son of rejuvena- 
tion of everything. 
Spring and a kind 
word can also reju- 
venate you. 

So be kind and 
see where it will 
lead you but also 
how you will feel. 
Give yourself and 
others kindness. 


RESERVE YOUR 
SPOT AT THE 
OPENING GALA 


headwatersarts.com/ 
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Staging Costs Are Not An Expense - They Are An Investment! 


by Maria Saverino, Milagro Interiors 


There are no sellers 
who have staged their 
properties with a certi- 
fied stager and lost 
their money. 

Staging is one of the 
best investments and 
the upshot is tangible 
and straightforward: 
You will incite the best 
first impression, your 
property will sell faster 
and you will maximize 
your selling price, en- 
suring the eat Return 
On Investment (ROI). 

Think of it as loaning 
out some money and 
receiving it back with 
interest in a very short 
time! 

According to the Na- 
tional Association of 
Realtors (NARS), for 
every $100 invested in 
staging, the potential 
return is $400. 

A considerable num- 
ber of sellers that I have 
encountered have 
shared certain assump- 
tions about staging: itis 
too expensive, it’s just 
decorating or filling a 
house with “pretty” fur- 
niture, it takes too 
much time and it is not 
worth paying for. 

Asa stager and based 
on my experience and 
direct knowledge of the 
benefits of staging, I 
would like to explain 
why these assumptions 
are worth reconsider- 
ing. 

Staging is Market- 
ing! Your property be- 
comes a product like 
any other product. 

When it comes to 
staging a property, you 
are trying to sell your 
home, and you want to 
do it quick! Your home 
becomes a_ potential 

urchase for every 

uyer that walks 
through your door, and 
it is about showing the 
potential of your space 
to attract buyers to 
achieve optimum sale. 

The stagers do all the 
work, and in many 
cases, it could take as 
little as a day, depend- 
ing on the size and 
scope of the project; 
larger spaces require 
more time and effort, 
but in all cases, stagers 
work very efficiently 
and have the best in- 
sight to showcase the 
property in a way that 
appeals to buyers’ emo- 
tions. 

Avoid falling into the 
trap of false assump- 
tions and overall, avoid 


falling into what I call 
“the Top Five Mistakes” 
for not staging your 
property! 

1) You're Leaving 
Money On The Table! 

If you do not stage, 
you risk maximizing 
your profit and putting 
big bucks into your 
pocket! 

Having a well-staged 
home will make your 
property look func- 
tional, —_ aesthetically 
pleasing, inviting, and 
well cared for. 

It willturn your home 
into someone’s dream 
home, making the buy- 
ing process quick; a 


well-staged home will 
peak the emotional ex- 
perience for the buyer, 
helping them envision 
themselves living in 
your property, and 
arousing the desire to 
buy the property. It will 
justify your asking price 
and may also get you 
over asking. 

The latest 2018 
Home Staging Re- 
source (HSR) study 
showed that 85 per 
cent of staged homes 
sold between six to 25 
per cent more than 
their un-staged neigh- 
bours and a survey con- 
ducted recently by 
Home Gain, with more 
than 2,000 realtors, 
found that investing in 
staging can generate up 
to 556 per cent returns. 

So, rest assured that 
your house will be sold 
much quicker and for 
top dollar if you hire a 
certified home stager. 

2) More Days On The 
Market! 


If sellers don’t stage 
their properties, they 
are putting their invest- 
ment at risk of sitting 
on the market. This 
means fewer potential 
buyers willing to visit 
the property; few or 
none interested in buy- 
ing the property and 
few interested in buy- 
ing it for less than the 
asking price. 

To sell your home 
faster, it must stand out 
from the competition. 
A survey by Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate 
Corp. found that staged 
homes spend half the 
time on the market 


than 
homes. In addition, a 
recent study from the 
Real Estate Staging As- 
sociation (RESA) stated 


non-staged 


that _ professionally- 
staged homes spend 72 
per cent less time on 
the market. 

With every extra day 
that your property 
spends on the market, 
questions begin to 
arise. Buyers begin to 
wonder why the prop- 
erty has not been sold, 
such as: Does the prop- 
erty have structural 
damage? Is the house 
old or not well main- 
tained? Is the asking 
price too high? Are the 
sellers hiding some- 
thing? etc. 

Don’t take the risk of 
putting these messages 
in your potential buy- 
ers’ minds. When it 
comes to selling, you 
never get a second 
chance to make the 
best first impression. 

So remember, when 


you're out on the mar- 
ket you’re hot, and you 
don’t want to lose the 
momentum. 

3) Big Price Reduc- 
tions! 

Having a well-staged 
property will attract 
more potential buyers 
willing to pay the ask- 
ing price or over asking. 
If you don’t stage, you 
are lost in the crowd 
and risk having to 
lower your price to get 
some activity. 

The National Associ- 
ation of Realtors survey 
found that the longer a 
property stays on the 
market, the further the 


price of the property 
drops. This means that 
homes that stayed on 
the market for 13-24 
weeks sold approxi- 
mately for 6.4 per cent 
less than the originally 
listed price, while those 
that stayed on the mar- 
ket for 4-6 weeks sold 
for five per cent less 
than the originally 
listed price. 

Although it’s clear 
that staging yields con- 
siderable returns, most 
sellers don’t under- 
stand or perceive the 
huge benefits that stag- 
ing offers during the 
selling process. 

4) Not Maximizing 
Your Property’s 
Strengths and Mini- 
mizing Its Weaknesses! 

When you hire a Cer- 
tified Stager, you're in- 
creasing your chance 
for a more profitable 
and faster sale. 

Only 10 per cent of 
homebuyers can envi- 
sion the potential of an 


—o- 


un-staged home. We 
bring out the home’s 
potential and increase 
the property’s value. 
The objective is to 
maximize a property’s 
strengths and minimize 
and disguise its flaws, 
giving it the best first 
impression to incite an 
emotional connection 
with potential buyers. 
According to NARS, 
almost a third of Buyers 
will overlook property 
faults when a home is 
professionally staged. 
Most buyers also have 
great difficulty in get- 
ting past the sellers per- 
sonal decor and 


visualizing the poten- 
tial of the property. 

The way we live in 
our home is not how we 
market our home. As 
stagers we understand 
the importance of fur- 
niture placement, cre- 
ating good traffic flow, 
colour theory, de-clut- 
tering and de-personal- 
izing. We identify and 
highlight the focal 
points and we provide 
solutions! 

5) Not  Outshining 
Your Competition! 

Asa seller, you havea 
lot of competition and 
you can bet that poten- 
tial buyers have already 
seen other properties 
and are willing to visit 
more. Stagers under- 
stand the psychology of 
buyers. 

If you want to stand 
out from your competi- 
tion, you need to make 
your property look 
stunning or you need to 
lower your price. 

Let’s face the hard 


facts: No seller is will- 
ing or will want to 
lower the price of their 
property, which makes 
staging the ideal solu- 
tion for securing a more 
attractive sale price! So 
if you are selling your 
pea staging is the 

est way to go to secure 
a better return! 

Real Estate is a time- 
restricted market, you 
don’t want your prop- 
erty to linger on the 
market, you want to be 
hot and you want to 
stand out! 

These are just the top 
five pitfalls for not stag- 
ing, there are definitely 
more. Understanding 
the benefits of staging 
will help you better un- 
derstand the added 
value that staging 
brings to the sale of a 
property to maximize 
your ROJ as a seller. 

Including a stager as 
part of your selling 
strategy, will yield 
quick results and much 
quicker benefits. Your 
home is your biggest 
asset, so why not do 
what you can to in- 
crease your invest- 
ment? 

Your chances of hav- 
ing a greater number of 
potential buyers willing 
to accept the list price 
or bid over asking are 
greater, and the likeli- 
hood of closing the deal 
right away is much 
higher! 

Milagro Interiors is 
based in the city of Mis- 
sissauga, we serve the 
GTA, and online glob- 
ally with virtual consul- 
tations. During this 
worldwide Pandemic 
crisis of COVID-19, we 
have adapted to meet 
our clients’ needs by of- 
fering online staging 
and home styling serv- 
ices. Please contact us 
and let us work to- 
gether. 

You can reach us by 
phone at (416) 897- 
0339 or email 
maria@milagrointeri- 
ors.ca. Visit our website 
at milagrointeriors.ca 
and see all the services 
we have to offer. 

We are social. Don’t 
forget to follow us and 
subscribe in our social 
channels to receive 
some tips and advice 
related to Home Stag- 
ing and Home Styling 
Projects. We have a 
YouTube video out 
every-week. 
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Driven To Create - Potatoes and Violins 


by E.C. Munson 


Today it starts with 
that child’s rhyme... 
one-potato, two-pota- 
toes, three-potatoes, 
four... which then 
grew into a few sacks 
of potatoes and fin- 
ished much later with 
a retiree playing a 
much traveled, loved, 
and repaired violin 
with the East York Or- 
chestra. 

The story starts with 
a father and his two 
daughters, their grow- 
ing love of music and 
art as they grew up 
skint poor on the out- 
skirts of Thunder Bay, 
and finishes in subur- 
ban Don Mills, On- 
tario. 

So then, what would 
a Ukrainian immi- 
grant, growing root 
vegetables to support 
his family, know 
about culture, art, and 
music? It started with 
the three-quarter 
sized violin they had 
earlier procured for 
their daughters. 

Mary, the younger 
one, was encouraged 
to play the violin to 
help strengthen her 
paralyzed right arm 
with the movements 
of the bow. 

She would leave 
after her lessons from 
the priest at the 
church, then her sister 
would meet her and 
take the violin on to 
her own lessons with 


the nuns. A fine sys- 
tem until the older 
one outgrew the three 
quarter sized violin 
and still wanted to 
carry on with her les- 
sons. 

A taciturn father, 
unerringly resourceful 
with his bartering 
skills, turned to what 
he knew about music 
in their small north- 
ern town. And it was 
not to the nuns nor 
the priest that he 
turned. 

He took his root 
vegetables to the 
hardware store pro- 
prietor, who played 
the saxophone and 
knew other musicians, 
in the hopes of parlay- 
ing them into what his 
eldest daughter so 
deeply desired. 

This devoted father 
had hopes that in the 
depths of that back- 
room in the hardware 
store there were pos- 
sibilities worth inves- 
tigating. 

Well who knew 
when nor why that 
full-sized violin, with 
a label inside of its 
body showing it was 
last repaired in 1912, 
left the hands of its 
last owner? But there 
it lay, in that store- 
room on the shelves, 
in repose, forgotten 
and collecting a thick, 
felted layer of dust. 

So its new life 


started in the early 
1930’s, placed in the 
hands of Mary’s sister, 
all of 16 years old, and 
after the sacks of po- 
tatoes were duly 
counted out as the val- 
ued currency. 

The hardware store 
proprietor and un- 
likely jazz enthusiast, 
continued to ply his 
trade by day and play 
his saxophone — at 
night. And the oldest 
daughter went on 
with her musical stud- 
ies while Mary pled 
and teased her stoic 
parent for a pair of ice 
skates. 

Several decades 
later, Mary was left to 
clear out her sister’s 
belongings but could 
not bring herself to 
throw away the 
beloved violin. 

Their father had 
bartered and_ built 
with his sacks of pota- 
toes a bridge to cul- 
ture and creative 
expression for his 
daughters. 

How could those 
sacks of potatoes he 
had laboured to grow 
and his precious re- 
gard for their musical 
development through 
that violin just be 
thrown aside? 

Mary turned to her 
minister’s husband, 
newly retired, and 
asked if he had time to 
find some young per- 


son who desired to 
play the violin and 
then put her sister’s 
violin into his hands. 

He returned to her 
several weeks later 
shyly confessing that 
he had gotten it re- 
pare and thought he 

ad found somebody 
who wanted it. 

Well, it turned out 
that he was that very 
person. He had al- 
ways wanted to take 
lessons and being re- 
tired now had the 
time. The repairs 
were a few hundred of 
dollars he was happy 
to make and he hoped 
she would be equally 
happy to bequeath it 
to him. 

Today, that twice re- 
aired and much 
oved violin, is being 
played by this retiree 
who progressed from 
his lessons, and not 
we should imagine 
from the local priest 
nor nuns, to playing 
with the East York Or- 
chestra. 

I met Mary and 
other artists on the oc- 
casional Wednesday I 
would sit as a model 
for the Portraiture 
Group in Brampton at 
Visual Arts Brampton. 

They are an intently 
focused and quiet 
group until the lunch 
break when we all 
start to chat. 

George, another one 
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of the portrait artists, 
and I talked that day, 
but not about pota- 
toes and violins. 

It started with how 
he tried to explain to 
his brother that he 
needed 0 pant his 
open palm slappin 
his cheat for smoke 
sis. And then I said, 
yes, and then the art 
needs to be seen by 
others. We nodded 
back and forth, laugh- 
ing and feeling the 
fullness of that com- 
pulsion to create, then 
to share it. 

The need to cre- 
atively express one- 
self, to develop an 
artistic practice, 
whether in fine arts, 
music, drama, dance, 
photography, writing, 
or computer program- 
ming, is a part of our 
human condition. 

It is a multi-faceted 
drive that can be ex- 
plored purely on an 
amateur level as a 
passion and for per- 
sonal satisfaction, or 
for some it becomes 
their livelihood. 

As acommunity and 
then at the societal 
level, those individual 
and more organized 
group explorations, 
are something we 
come to identify with 
as our cultural scene, 
how we regard ‘the 
arts’. As is that cre- 
ative spark within 


each singular person, 
so it is then reflected 
out to the greater 
community. 

The gestalt or whole 
of those creative ex- 
pressions then be- 
come our _ larger 
cultural backdrop. 

And the humble root 
vegetables, those few 
sacks of potatoes, 
were the means that 

ut that violin into the 

ands of two different 
people, each of whom 
brought it to life and 
gave joy to so many 
others as they played 
it. 

The resourcefulness 
of that farmer and 
hardware store pro- 
prietor, continues to 
manifest itself in that 
East York Orchestra. 
And so does the per- 
sonal growth and cre- 
ative flowering for 
each person ripple 
outwards into their 
community. 

The societal impact 
becomes a reflection 
of our individual artis- 
tic pursuits and cre- 
ative expressions, 
portraying in their to- 
tality our human con- 
dition. 

That devoted father, 
so rich in spirit, made 
sure his daughters 
could play their part 
in that greater whole. 


www.thecompass.ca 
fy CompassFoodBank 


» Advertise with Us ! 


e For Local News stories 


Your PEEL Source 


WEEKLY 
NEWS 


Advertise With Us ! 
Your Local newspaper! 
Put your business in front of our 
estimated 20,000 readers ! 


| PDN August 13, 2020_Layout 1 8/13/2020 2:28 AM Page 32 


—e— 


Aug. 13, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | LIFESTYLE 34 


India’s Independence Day - Is It Independent? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Seventy-three years 
have passed since 
India gained Inde- 
pendent on Aug, 15, 
1947, when our First 
Prime Minister Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
raised the Indian na- 
tional flag above the 
Lahori Gate of the Red 
Fort in Delhi. 

We celebrate Inde- 
pendence Day, colour 
our houses with Indian 
flags, and we decorate 
oe houses. with 

any Indian symbols, 
putt the question is - are 
we really independent? 

Did we achieve Free- 
dom in the right way? 
Being Independent 
does not mean getting 
rid of British Rule and 
coming under Demo- 
cratic Rule, but it 
means we should have 
the right to freedom, 
right to education and 
culture, right against 
exploitation and right 
to equality. 

The right to freedom 
has been exploited to 
such an extent that 
women are not safe in 
their motherland. They 
are neither safe in the 
day nor at night. 

No matter the age 
group, all the infants, 

aby girls, teens, ma- 


~ Aneclectic interpretation 
of philosophy and culture 
extending its reach to far 
away places and dreams. The 
West breathes serene to bold 
beautiful landscapes representing 
this majestic country. Modern 
abstract will also inspire thought 
and provoke personal dialogue. 


Artists Jolanta, Susan, and Marnie 
explore and compliment many 
Styles and techniques in our 

presentation of 
East Greets West. 


ture girls and 90 year- 
old grandmothers fall 
in this criterion. 

Every day, we hear 
that girls are gettin 
molested, kidnapped, 
and finally murdered 
in some other parts of 
the country. Is this 
what we call independ- 
ence? 

When the_ clock 
strikes nine, women 
usually do not come 
out of their homes be- 
cause of the fear that 
something will happen 
to them. 

Why is this fear still 
prevalent in women's 
minds? The country 
will become Independ- 
ent only when this fear 
will be removed from 
the minds of women. 

We follow west, leav- 
ing behind our own 
rich culture. We have 
stopped __ respecting 
elders. We have 
slopes wearing 
clothes. We have no re- 
spect for other reli- 
gions. 

We feel we are great, 
but it is just that feeling 
and nothing else. We 
are secular, but actu- 
ally, we don't respect 
secularism. 

Canadian PM Justin 
Trudeau was_ better 


than us. While he was 
on a business trip in 
India, he wore Indian 
outfits with his whole 
family. He even did an 
Indian dance to prove 
that he's a friend of 
India, and that he's 
aware of Indian cul- 
ture. 

It is true that India’s 
new generation has no 
idea .meaning of free- 
dom and independ- 
ence. Due to_ their 
culture of social living. 

For Indians, the 
meaning of freedom 
and independence is 
like making a voice 
against the ruling gov- 
ernment - fight with 
reservation and sub- 
sidy. 
How did the new 
generation know how 
they got freedom and 
independence? His- 
tory is already de- 
stroyed and made 
mafia groups history 
for the liberation of 
India. 

We need to rewrite 
the Indian independ- 
ence struggle and show 
how many human be- 
ings killed that move- 
ment. 

Freedom is not a 
simple word. There is a 
story behind _ that 


word. Yes, we do cele- 
brate Independence 
Day with mirth and 
virtue. We will not lie if 
we say that thousands 
of martyrs lost their in- 
nocent lives, fighting 
for our nation. 

So, are we really in- 
dependent? 

Ask a mother how 
scared she is when her 
daughter is far away 
from home at night. 

In a country where 
rape is an everyday oc- 
currence, and where 
nine out of ten girls 
have been subjected to 
molestation, I do not 
dare declare that we 
are liberal! 

What is the point of 
arranging flowers at 
one's deathbed after 
the horrific death of a 
rape victim? Can 
politicizing rapes and 
deaths chalk out an ef- 
fective solution? Is it 
witty enough for "“intel- 
lectuals" blame 
short dresses for such 
heinous crimes? 

I do really question 
our liberty! 

Another most signif- 
icant issue is religious! 
The problem is not 
persisted in only one 
segment, but it also re- 
volves around the Hin- 
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dus and the Muslims. 
Religion does not 
teach us to fight to 
make partiality, abuse 
someone, and disre- 
spect someone's cul- 
ture. Then why are the 
followers of Religion 
breaking these rules 
and creating mishaps 
which are against the 
norms of the Society? 
The demolition of 
Babri Masjid is one of 
the most common top- 
ics used by politicians 
to open old wounds 
and hurt people's men- 
tal sentiments. By 
doing this, we are giv- 
ing disrespect to our 
great freedom fighters 
who sowed the seeds in 
our mind to live in an 
Independent Country. 
73 years have passed 
by, but people do not 
have the right to ex- 
hear their feeling in 
ont of everyone. We 
can take the example 
of Gauri Lankesh, who 
was shot dead by Rad- 
ical Hindu Nationalists 
just because of her 
fearless and outspoken 
activities. When these 
examples come into 
view, people automati- 
cally lose confidence in 
going in front and 
speaking out their 


MARNIE COKE 


hearts. 

Some societal rules 
are so worthless that 
people, after getting 
their right to Freedom 
cannot enjoy their 
right to Education. So- 
ciety does not accept 
people who are pursu- 
ing Education after 
forty years of age. Is 
Education limited only 
to a particular age and 
to a specific degree? If 
the purpose of Educa- 
tion is to get a job and 
a degree, then we are 
losing the real site of 
Education. Education 
is the backbone of 
Democracy, but then 
what is the point in 
being educated when 
we cannot allow people 
to enjoy their rights. 

We celebrate Inde- 
pendence Day by pay- 
ing tribute to our army, 
respecting the cultures 
of our Indian Society, 
giving awards to peo- 
ple for their fearless 
contribution to Soci- 
ety. But why the partic- 
ipation is limited to 
one day itself? On Aug. 
15, we give respect to 
our country, but on the 
other days, we get back 
to our usual work and 
the same rules of the 
Society follows. 


JNLANTA JUNG 
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by E.C. Munson 


Can you catch a 
tiger by its tail? 

That is a good place 
to start with local 
artist Robert Allen, 
because the calm and 
composed _ exterior 
belies a mind churn- 
ing with ideas and 
potential. 

With his __ back- 
ground in the corpo- 
rate IT world, where 
he enjoyed and 
honed his technical 
skills for creating 
aoe and 

randing, Robert 
found he needed 
more scope and time 
for creative expres- 
sion with his own 


work. 
Now he __ has 
reimagined himself a 


new lifestyle where 
his ideas can pour 
out, just as his words 
tumble so quickly 
over each other, and 
he then can map out 
the progressions one 
from the other to the 
next. “I have to keep 
track of it, (those 
ideas), and _ write 
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down my goals ... (I 
use) lists.” Seeing 
potential his mind 
races ahead “... al- 
ways (the) thought i is 
there 

AS a child, he loved 
painting miniatures. 
When 12 years old he 
built a playing board. 
It folded up as 
needed, a very handy 
and inventive feature 
of it. 

Even at that young 
age, Robert was 
looking ahead. What 
if he needed to build 
another one? There 
might be a market 
you know for those 
folding games tables. 
He prepared a 
budget sheet with all 
the details, the mate- 
rials requirements 
and prices, all at the 
ready. 

Seeing the poten- 
tial in things around 
you, with your mind 
racing ahead, but al- 
ways with the 
thought there, takes 
some personal man- 
agement skills along 


—e— 


with that fearless- 
ness to risk. 

Robert’s creative 
practice ranges 
widely, as does his 
mind, from creating 
videos, to building 
games. tables, to 
spray painting, to 
water colours, his in- 
spirational photogra- 
phy, and the artful 
repurposing of 
everyday items. 

A shark fin to 
some, it became an 
arresting and very ef- 
fective sign in his 
yard. Then there 
were those inexpen- 
sive tables, a loss 
leader item from 
Ikea, another blank 
surface waiting to be 
used. They are soon 
destined to become 
inspirational study 
tables for children 
and adolescents with 
Robert’s designs. 

We see his love for 
colour and fantasy 
with his spray paint- 
ing pieces. Robert 


started this about six 
years 


ago after 


, ott 
r dts 
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Thumbnail Sketches - Robert Allen 


watching a YouTube 
video on the tech- 
nique. 

He loved how fast it 
was and the enter- 
tainment value of it, 
too. A huge fan of 
comics and heroes, 
he easily connects 
with children and 
adolescents. 

His fascination 
with space and pure 
imagination come 
together here and 
engenders a sense of 
crossing boundaries 
which pulls people 
into these pieces. 

Getting his work 
out in front of people 
is yet another chal- 
lenge that Robert has 
embraced enthusias- 
tically and methodi- 
cally. Working as a 
vendor at events, 
such as fairs and fes- 
tivals, or even paint- 
ing live at these, 
which proves to be 
mesmerizing for peo- 
ple. 

One of his pieces of 
birch trees, untitled, 
36x36, oil enamel 
spray paints, was 
commissioned dur- 
ing the Shelburne 
Street Event. Robert 
also exhibits at vari- 
ous galleries and art 
exhibitions in south- 
ern Ontario. 

His own artistic 
process with spray 
painting features 
weekly on Thursdays 
at 2 p.m. as Spray 
Painting with Robert 


/on Facebook Live, 


and with several 
episodes behind him, 


this too is looking 
like a very successful 
venture. 

In keeping with his 
imaginative worlds, 
the door to his spray 
room  is_ called, 
Tardis, Time And 
Relative Dimensions 
In Space from Doc- 
tor Who for those of 
us not so much in the 
know. 

Indeed, well pro- 
tected with his face 
mask, he looks the 
part of a time trav- 
eller and well might 
we ask what worlds 
he has seen when 
gazing at Big Blue, 
36x48, done in oil 
enamel spray paints. 

Robert’s work is a 
stepping stone for 
him to his larger 
inner world. His art 
journey is infused 
with his spiritual 
connection to his 
God’s glory, with see- 
ing design on a grand 
view, and how sun- 
light ‘illuminates. 

Some of his water 
colours, the 8x10 
inch pieces, are done 
with lines from 
hymns. 

Likewise, his hikes 
on trails in the area 
are chronicled with 
his wonderful pho- 
tography, which in 
turn is then reposted 
on social media with 


different biblical 
quotes. 

Beauty is such 
power, he com- 


ments. And at that 
point we both fall 
silent, contemplating 


the immensity of 
those few words and 
such a big truth. Ina 
world where so many 
of us juggle compet- 
ing demands on our 
time and attention, 

Robert continues 
to do his things first. 
His lists with goals, 
and his agenda, set 
up weekly and 
monthly, allow him 
to explore his world 
and__ reflect =the 
beauty and wonder 
he sees around him. 

Even as manager at 
a local drive through, 
where he thoroughly 
enjoys the energy of 
his team of young 
adults, Robert still 
finds time to belong 
to different arts or- 
ganizations. 

As a member of 
Headwaters Arts 
with its gallery at the 
Alton Mill Arts Cen- 
tre, Robert volun- 
teers his time in 
different capacities 
and on committees, 
and participates in 
their art exhibitions. 

You can view his 
work at Robert Allen 
Art Studio (face- 
book.com/RobertAl- 
lenArtStudio/) and 
inquire about his 
current outreach to 
promote local busi- 
ness through his RA 
Social Media Produc- 
tions company. 

So yes, you can 
catch a tiger by its 
tail — Robert Allen 
does just that, daily! 
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BEAUTY & SKIN CARE 


For Ladies Only |! 


Every summer, Mis- 
sissauga residents pull 
out their running 
shoes, pump up their 
bike tires, grab their 
pets and family mem- 
bers and head to the 
City’s trails and path- 
ways. 

As Mississauga con- 
tinues to recover from 
the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, its trails are 
seeing even more traf- 
fic than normal, with 
residents looking to 
get outdoors and get 
some exercise while 


ractising physical 
istancing. 
The city’s network of 


shared pathways and 
trails is expansive, 
contains many hidden 
gems and_ provides 
pedestrians and cy- 
clists alike with op- 
portunities to visit 
Mississauga __ land- 
marks and see more of 
their city. 

Whether youre just 
starting to discover 
Mississauga’s network 
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of shared pathways 
and multi-use trails, 
or have been using 
this network for years, 
make sure to brush up 
on trail etiquette be- 
fore you head out. 

- Stay Right: On 
shared pathway trails, 
always keep to the 
right of the trail, par- 
ticularly if you are 
traveling at a slower 
speed. 

- Pass Safely: Al- 
ways pass others on 
their left. Cyclists 
must use their bell or 
give a friendly, verbal 
warning before pass- 
ing another cyclist or 
pedestrian. Cyclists 
should keep their 
speed low when pass- 
ing pedestrians. 

- Keep Your Dis- 
tance: Respect the 
space of others. Main- 
tain at least two me- 
tres, or one bike 
length, between your- 
self and those not in 
your household or so- 
cial bubble. 


—e— 


Be extra cautious 
when cycling around 
older adele children 
and pets. 

- Be Aware of Oth- 
ers: When approach- 
ing a sharp turn on 
your bike that ob- 
structs your view, ap- 
proach slowly, use 
on bell or give a ver- 

al warning and pro- 
ceed when clear to do 
so. 
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Be Safe, Be Seen, Be Courteous: Brush Up 
on Mississauga’s Trail Etiquette 


Don’t block the trail. 
If stopping for a 
break, pull off to the 
side or off of the trail 
completely, allowing 
trail traffic to continue 
safely. 

Make sure that you 
can hear what’s going 
on around you, espe- 
cially while you're lis- 
tening to music, 


talking or texting on 
your phone, or chat- 


ting with your walking 
buddy. 

Keep your dog on- 
leash and make sure 
they are well-behaved 
at all times. 

- Be Seen and Be 
Safe: Make sure your 
bike has a light and 
reflectors that can be 
seen by others. 

Wear a bike helmet. 
In an accident, hel- 
mets greatly reduce 


the risk of injury or 
even death. While it is 
required for anyone 
under the age of 18 to 
wear a helmet while 
riding their bike, it is 
strongly recom- 
mended that everyone 
riding their bike wear 
a helmet. 

For more tips on cy- 
cling safety, visit mis- 
sissaugabikes.ca. 


Do You Have The Correct Mask For Your Needs? 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


COVID-19 continues 
to plague the world 
today; because of that, 
many countries set to 
begin enforcing new 
rules that make masks 
mandatory while 
shopping indoors to 
prevent this virus. 

These days, every- 
one is using some 
form of face protec- 
tion, especially since 
by-laws enforce them 
in indoor spaces. 

However, many peo- 
ple use the wrong 
mask or tight elastic 
around their ears 
when they place a 
mask on the face. If 
they aren't fitted at an 


angle above their ear- 
lobe, they're probably 


pulling their ears 
back. 

Ouch! That sounds 
painful. 


Wear masks that 
don't loop around 
your ears. Many surgi- 
cal masks are tied be- 
hind the head and 
neck. 

Virtually all No5 
masks use elastic 
bands that go behind 
the head. 

For example: If you 
buy a pair of pants 
and try them on at 
home, you find they 
are not comfortable at 
all, and its wrong size, 


will you wear them 
anyway? 

No! You can't just 
run around in public 
without a certain level 
of dress. Rather than 
torturing yourself by 
wearing something 
that may cut off your 
circulation or worse, 
what do you do? You 
return them, and re- 
place them with a 
more appropriate fit. 
Right? 

Why wouldn't you 
do the same if a mask 
didn't fit right, or 
maybe you have sensi- 
tive skin that ear loops 
irritate or a beard that 
gets caught in the 


elastic, or perhaps the 
wearer simply isn't 
wearing it correctly? 

Do you have the cor- 
rect mask for your 
needs, or just what's 
available? 

Options: Get a new 
mask, buy one of 
those loop extenders 
that force foovs off the 
ears, try masks that tie 
on, or the one-piece 
ski mask type, or a 
bandana type. Take a 
private break from 
wearing it. 

None of us are ex- 
perts in this stuff - it’s 
all trial and error. 
Eventually, the pants 
will fit well, and we 
can move on with our 


day. 

If your ears are sen- 
sitive, mever use 
masks that loop 


around the ears. Also, 
some washable masks 
use a Velcro fastener 
behind the head, so no 
knotting is necessary. 

So, they have started 
causing ear pain, 
making people's ears 
red. Besides, it has be- 
come difficult to wear 
a mask for problems 


such as pain and irri- 
tation, but it is also 
mandatory to wear a 
mask in the COVID-19 
epidemic. 

If you are suffering 
from pain due to 
wearing an ear mask, 
today we will give you 
some tips to get relief 
from the pain. Which 
will benefit for all : 

1) Wear a_ home- 
made mask: The 
problem of earache is 
most prevalent among 
the people who are 
using market masks. 

If you can, wear a 
homemade cloth 
mask. The string of 
the market mask is 
made of elastic, which 
causes problems like 
red ears and pain. 
Wearing a homemade 
cloth mask keeps the 
ears healthy. 

2) Take care of the 
ears: You should pay 
close attention to your 
ears In your routine 
these days. You must 
use ice twice a day to 
get rid of ear redness. 

3) Use Ice: If you 
work in an office, you 
are asked to wear a 


mask in the office all 
day. In this case, when 
you return home in 
the evening, your ears 
start to ache. 

For this, you should 
use ice. As soon as you 
get home, you put a 
piece of ice behind 
your ear and massage 
it for a while. Doing so 
will relieve you of ear 
pain. 

4) Use the Saver 
clip: It would be best 
to use a Saver clip to 
es rid of the pain be- 

ind the ear due to 
wearing a mask. This 
allows you to tighten 
your mask with a clip, 
which will not cause 
any discomfort to the 
ear. 

5) Buy the right 
mask : If you are goin 
to a less crowde 
place outside the 
house, you should use 
a homemade cloth 
mask. This will not 
cause pain in the back 
of the ear. If you are 
going to a place where 
there is a coronavirus 
risk, you must use a 
market mask. 


This is the second 
part of an article that 
ran in last week’s 
issue of Peel Weekly 
News. 

Countless devotees 
laid down their lives 
to preserve the glory 
of Harimandir at dif- 
ferent times of his- 
tory. 
In the 18th century, 
Massa Ranghar, the 
Mughal Commandant 
of Amritsar appointed 
by Zakariya Khan, 
converted Harimandir 
into a police post, and 
a stabling, and pol- 
luted it further by 
using the central 
shrine as a dancing 
hall. He was beheaded 
by two valiant Sikhs — 
Mehtab Singh and 
Sukha Singh - in 
1740. 

When Timur Shah 
(son of Ahmad Shah 
Abdali), governor of 
Punjab, defiled Hari- 
mandir, Baba Deep 
Singh (1686-1757) 
managed to avenge 
the humiliation with 
his limited resources. 

During an en- 
counter with rival 
forces, which took 
place about eight 
miles from Amritsar, 
he received a fatal cut 
on the neck. Unde- 
terred, he held his al- 
most-severed head 
into his left hand, and 
kept fighting before 
reaching Harimandir, 
where he dropped 
dead. 

A monument to 
commemorate his 
heroic act is enshrined 
in Gurudwara Sahib 
Baba Deep Singh. 
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The Afghan invaders 
destroyed Hari- 
mandir thrice in the 
18th century — 1757, 
1762 and 1764 . Its re- 
construction began 
after Sardar Jassa 
Singh Ahluwalia 
(1718-1783) laid its 
foundation again in 
1764. Voluntary con- 
tributions gathered by 
Bhai Des Raj, a 
banker of Amritsar, 
and others expedited 
the completion of the 
sacred shrine. 

After capturing Am- 
ritsar Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh (1780-1839) ap- 
pointed a committee 
of prominent citizens 
to supervise the affairs 
of Harimandir, and 
gave some jagirs for 
its upkeep. 

A number of bungas 
- dwelling places - 
were constructed for 

ilgrims who came 
rom far off places. 
Maharaja visited Ha- 
rimandir occasionally 
for having a dip in the 
sacred sarovar, and 
for prayer, ardas. 

He had the shrine 
embossed with mar- 
ble and gold, and 
since then, it is fa- 
mous as  Swarn 
Mandir or Golden 
Temple. A detailed ac- 
count of Maharaja’s 


devotion to Hari- 
mandir is contained in 
Sohan Lal _ Suri’s 


Umdat-ut-Tawarikh . 

For giving a facelift 
to the shrine, Ma- 
haraja engaged skilled 
architects, masons 
and wood carvers 
from Chaniot, now in 
Pakistan. He made 


—e— 


rich contribution to 
the toshakhana of 
Harimandir by donat- 
ing four pairs of gold- 
plated doors which 
are fitted only on spe- 
cial occasions, a gold 
umbrella bedeckled 
with gems, a string of 
108 pearls, a jewel- 
studded headband, 
and a magnificent 
canopy, made of rich 
cloth with embroi- 
dered work in silver 
and gold, which was 
destroyed during op- 
eration bluestar. 

The benevolent acts 
of Maharaja have 
been preserved in a 
gold-plated inscrip- 
tion on the main en- 
trance to the holy 
shrine. 

It says: Shri Maharaj 
Guru Sahib ne apne 
param sevak sikh 
jaankar Shri Darbar 
Sahib ji ki seva Shri 
Maharaja Singh Sahib 
Ranjit Singh par daya 
kar ke karai, i.e. “The 
great guru through his 
munificence regarded 
Shri Maharaja Singh 
Sahib, Ranjit Singh, as 
his dear disciple and 
servant, and got this 
work done by him.’ 

The gold inlay work 
in Harimandir was 
continued by Ma- 
haraja’s successors. 
After the annexation 
of Punjab in 1849, the 
control of Hari- 
mandir came into the 
hands of the British 
resident. 

Subsequently, at the 
behest of the Deputy 
Commissioner of Am- 
ritsar, a Committee of 
prominent Sikhs was 
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Sri Harimandir Sahib: The Sacred Sikh Shrine 


by Dr. Satish A. Kapoor 


fo Naar to render 
help in its day-to-day 
administration. But it 
failed to achieve 
much, as the strings of 
power remained with 
the British. The con- 
struction of Clock 
Tower in 1862 by de- 
molishing the bunga, 
a defensive structure, 
of Kanwar Nau Nihal 
Singh, grandson of 
Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh (1821-1840) 
and the attari of Rani 
Sada Kaur , mother- 
in-law of Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh 
d.1832), was resented 
by the Sikhs who 
thought that it was 
meant to increase sur- 
veillance over the 
shrine. 

Sporadic efforts 
were made to free 
Harimandir till the 
formation of the Cen- 
tral Sikh League in 
1919 which passed a 
resolution demanding 
the total control and 
administration of the 
Sikh religious shrines. 

The success of Akali 
agitation for the pos- 
session of keys of Ha- 
rimandir in 1922 left 
Mahatma Gandhi 
jublilant to the extent 
that he sent a 
telegram to Baba 
Kharak Singh (1868- 
1963) which read: 
‘First battle of India’s 
freedom won. Con- 
gratulations’. 

Incessant struggles 
against the British 
culminated in the 
passing of the Sikh 
Gurudwara Act in 
1925, whereby the 
control of hereditary 


mahants and pujaris 
over the shrine came 
to an end. 

A subsequent 
amendment to the 
Act, about two 
decades later, en- 
trusted the task of ad- 
ministration to 
Shiromani Gurud- 
wara Parbandhak 
Committee (SGPC). 

Since then, the con- 
trol of the shrine has 
remained in its hands 
except for short inter- 
vals during the politi- 
cal turmoil in Punjab. 

Harimandir __ pro- 
vides a veritable feast 
to the eyes because of 
the sublimity of its 
conception, and the 
perfection of _ its 
beauty. The double- 
storeyed marble- 
structure raised on a 
square platform in the 
centre of the pool of 
nectar creates an awe- 
some impression on 
the mind. 

The lower portion 
of the shrine is of 
white marble, to some 
6 feet, and above it the 
walls are adorned 
with plates of gilded 
copper. All the four 
door-ways are embel- 
lished with finely 
wrought silver. The 
darshani deorhi with 
its exquisite portal 
frame, panels, ivory 
inlay work, geometri- 
cal and floral designs 
in green and red, and 
air-houses in the Ben- 
gal Mughal Chhatri 
style is both imposing 
and graceful. The gold 
— embossed _ pan- 
nellings above marble 
frontages of the 


shrine, ornamental 
work of naqqashs or 
painters on walls, 
gilded plates on cor- 
nices, roofs, cupolas 
and columns, inlay 
work on ceilings, and 
the lamps on the 
causeway make one 
feel as if one has en- 
tered the heaven. 

The upper floor of 
the temple has a 
miniature hall of mir- 
rors called Sheesh 
Mahal. Its walls are 
adorned with match- 
less floral designs, and 
on its arches are in- 
scribed sacred hymns 
in gold letters. A 
square orifice in the 
centre of the hall pro- 
vides visitors with an 
epee to have a 
glimpse of the ground 
floor, and enjoy kirtan 
in a tranquil mood. 

The day in Hari- 
mandir begins with 
the recitation of Asa di 
Var, ‘ Ballad of Hope’ 
composed by Guru 
Nanak Dev, and ends 
with kirtan. Kirtan or 
the singing of sacred 
hymns from Sri Guru 
Granth Sahib goes on 
uninterruptedly _ till 
the gates of the shrine 
are closed at night. 
Ardas, the Sikh 
Prayer, is made six 
times a day, to invoke 
divine blessings. 

Harimandir attracts 
heavy rush through- 
out the year, more so 
on samkrantis, 
amavasyas gurpurabs 
(Skt. guruparvas) and 


important festivals 
like Diwali and 
Baisakhi. 


Life Tips with Life Coach Sam Jasso 


Q) Hi Sam! I'm 24 
years old. I told my 


parents that I would 
move out in the fu- 


ture, and they scolded 
me (including bad 
words). 

However, my par- 
ents are naturally 
rude. What should I 
do? 

A) I want to say that 
when you are 24, you 
should have some 

uidance about your 

uture plans. 

My mother kicked 
me out of school when 
I was 19. I was in col- 
lege, and it was great 
to do a part-time job 
instead. I think she 
did it this way because 
it was her experience. 


Tam aterrific kid, so 
when she kicked me 
out, I believe she was 
looking for any reason 
to kick me out—liter- 
ally, the smallest 
thing. 

I had to step up. So 
fast. I went to many 
universities, did some 
courses, graduated, 
and met my current fi- 
ancé and we raised 
two daughters. Every- 
thing happens for a 
reason. 

With a lot of prepa- 
ration, hard work, 
commitment and sup- 
port, you can achieve 


—o- 


anything you need. 

Write down a list of 
goals you want to 
achieve yourself. 
Short-term and long- 
term goals. Take a 
look at yourself and 
think about what you 
want to achieve. The 
school is not for every- 
one. 

Do you want to 
work? If so, where? 
Are you working? 
What are your posi- 
tive qualities? How to 
use them to improve 
the quality of life? 

Life is truly what 
you make it. 


I think you should 
find a way to evacuate 
as soon as possible. 
Live your own life and 
move in a higher di- 
rection. 

Positively influence 
yourself. Self-im- 
provement. If you 
want, trust me, you 
will get it. 

Best of luck! 


Submissions and 
questions may be sent 
via email to sam- 
jJesso@yahoo.com. 


NEWS 
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Mix up the breakfast routine with Quinoa Pancakes! 


the help of 
a ladle, 

spread the 
mixture 


Looking for a Ee 
and easy dish for 
breakfast or to curb 
those evening crav- 
ings? 

Try this Quinoa 
Pancake recipe, 
which is completely 
healthy and a dish 
that even you kids 
will love to eat! 

This pancake 
recipe is cooked 
using quinoa, ched- 
dar cheese, egg 
white, garlic and 
basil, and has a taste 
that you would 
surely relish. 

Quinoa is widely 
popular as food for 
maintaining health 
and is also called the 
super grain of the fu- 
ture. 

To prepare this 
amazing pancake 
recipe, you can also 
use quinoa flour. 
Quinoa is known to 
have the highest 
quality of protein, so 


if you do not want to 
compromise your 
health, you must 
adopt the habit of in- 
cluding this grain in 
your daily diet! 


Ingredients (2 
Servings): 


_ quarter-cup of 
onions 
- half cup of water 
- two tablespoons, 
grated cheddar 
cheese 
- two tablespoons, 
chopped basil 
- two pinches of 
powdered black pep- 
per 
- two pinches of salt 
two cloves of 
minced garlic 
- one egg white 
- one tablespoon of 
virgin olive oil 


Instructions: 


To prepare this 
easy recipe, put a 


pan on medium 
flame and boil water 
in it. 


After a boil, add 
quinoa and cover 
with a lid. Let quinoa 
boil for a seven-to- 
eight minutes, then 
remove the lid and 
let the water evapo- 
rate. Then, add 
minced garlic cloves 
and salt in the pan. 
Cook for some more 
time, then keep aside 
in a medium sized 
bowl. 

Take a bowl and 
mix together the egg 
white, grated ched- 
dar cheese, chopped 
basil leaves, black 
pepper powder and 
salt. 

Whisk well using a 
spatula (you can also 
use an electric beater 
for whisking). 

Put a non-stick pan 
on medium flame 
and add a teaspoon 
of olive oil to it. With 


onto the 
pan in the 
shape of a 
round flat- 
tened pan- 
cake. 

Let the 
pancake 
cook till the 
colour 
changes to 
golden 
brown and 
then flip © 
over to 
cook the 
other side. 
Smear a lit- 
tle oil on it 
and cook 
the other 
side as well. 

Once 
cooked, 
take the 
pancake off 
the pan and 
serve hot. 


A different spin on a classic - Baby Corn Finger Fry 


Baby Corn Fin- 
ger Fry is a delec- 
table appetizer 
recipe, which is 
not only delightful 
but healthy as 
well! 

Baby corn is rich 
in fiber and low in 
calories and this is 
why it makes for 
an incredible 
snack for all the 
health-conscious 
people out there! 

This fusion 
recipe can be pre- 
pared within 30 
minutes and with 
ingredients that 
are easily available 
in your nearby 
market. 

Pair these 
crunchy baby corn 
fries with a cup of 
hot beverage on a 
pleasant evening 


and enjoy the 
weather. 

Cooked using 
baby corns, rice 


flour, wheat flour, 
corn flour and a 
mélange of spices, 
this yammy finger 
food recipe will be 
loved by people of 
all age groups. 

So, you can serve 
this new and excit- 
ing snack recipe in 
your next party or 
to your children as 
an evening snack 
with their 
favourite dip. 


Ingredients (2 
Servings): 


- 250. grams, 
baby corn 
- two tablespoons 
of wheat flour 
quarter-tea- 
spoon, garam 
masala powder 
half-teaspoon 
chilli powder 
quarter-tea- 
spoon ginger paste 
- salt as required 
one-and-one- 


half tablespoon 
rice flour 
- two tablespoons 
corn flour 
quarter-tea- 
spoon chat masala 
quarter-tea- 
spoon garlic paste 
- half-cup refined 
oil 
water as re- 
quired 


Instructions: 


To make this de- 
licious recipe, boil 
water in a pan 
over high flame 
and add the baby 
corns along with a 
pinch of salt. Boil 
the baby corns till 
tender and once 
done, sieve them 
and drain the 
extra water. 

Take a bowl and 
mix together 
wheat flour, rice 
flour, corn flour, 
ginger-garlic 


paste, garam 
masala powder, 
chilli powder and 
salt. Add a little 
water to make a 
thin batter to coat 
the baby corns. 
Make sure that 
the paste is not in 
a runny form. 
Once the batter 
is done, dip the 


boiled baby corns 


V 


in it and coat them 


well. 

Take a skillet 
and heat oil in it 
over medium 


flame. When the 
oil is hot enough, 
add the coated 
baby corns in the 
skillet and shallow 
fry them until 
golden brown in 
colour. 


Once done, turn 
off the burner and 
transfer the baby 
corns in an ab- 
sorbent paper to 
soak the extra oil. 
Then, take a plate 
and transfer the 
baby corns in it, 
sprinkle some chat 


masala powder 
over them and 
serve hot! 
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